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From H.E. Kenya Ambassador

Warm greetings!
It is my pleasure to welcome you to 

the summer issue of Jambo Kenya Korea 
newsletter, the second edition to be jointly 
published by the Kenya Embassy and the Kenya 

Community in Korea. I was very pleased by the contribution we had 
in the spring edition. I believe that this summer edition reflects our 
achievements, activities and the spirit of peace love and unity as 
Kenyans in Korea.

As I mentioned recently during the Eastern Africa Sports 
Day held at Seoul National University, Diaspora has become a 
significant part of the Kenya’s socio-economic pillar. Indeed, the 
Kenyan Diaspora in general has emerged as an important aspect 
of economic growth with remittances becoming the number one 
foreign exchange earner toppling traditional export products. 

African leaders recently launched Africa Institute of Remittance 
which will be based in Nairobi, to monitor inflow and utilization of 
monitory remittances from abroad. We expect that the institute 
will provide research based outcomes that will reflect the growth, 
contribution and engagement of the Diaspora community in Africa’s 
economic growth.

Still on the issue of Diaspora, I would like to inform you that a 
Consortium of Diaspora Communities has been established. It is a 
forum for engagement between Kenya’s communities abroad and the 
government for mutual benefits. The consortium is very important 
in influencing foreign affairs policy-making as well as encouraging 

investment by the Kenyan Diaspora. I urge the leadership of KCK to 
engage actively within the framework of Diaspora Consortium so as 
to contribute ideas and also gain from the benefits that come with 
networking.

I wish to also express my gratitude to Kenyans in Korea for their 
passion and diligence. I am very proud of KCK for its organization 
and professional way of conducting business. Since taking over just 
a few months ago, KCK has been able to achieve much through its 
meetings and projects.

Kenyans’ active participation in Tujuane meeting, Changwon 
Food Exhibition, Seoul Friendship Fair, and for organizing the East 
Africa Sports event is commendable. I am also impressed by KCK’s 
sterling response to registration of Kenyans in Korea for voter 
mapping where about 50% have submitted their data so far.  

I am aware of the upcoming KCK retreat in Busan in August and 
Annual General Meeting in Seoul in September both of which the 
Mission plans to attend. It is my pleasure to work with Kenyans in 
Korea in ways that enable us to achieve our common goals.

Thank you!

Embassy of  the Republic of  Kenya
Hoinamuro 44-gil 38, Yongsan-gu, 

Seoul, KOREA (140-857)
Tel.: +82-2-3785-2903/4 Fax: +82-2-3785-2905

Email: seoul@mfa.go.ke or info@kenya-embassy.or.kr
www.kenya-embassy.or.kr
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Summer Greetings! 
On behalf of Kenya Community in Korea (KCK) executive 

board, I welcome you to our summer edition of Jambo 
Kenya Korea, a newsletter jointly published by KCK and the 

Kenya Embassy. I begin by appreciate both the KCK and the Kenya 
Embassy editorial boards for piecing together this delightful edition.

As the Chairman of KCK and the Managing Editor of Jambo 
Kenya Korea, it is humbling to look back and see the much we have 
achieved as Kenyans in Korea. I must say that I am greatly motivated 
by the committed team of leaders with whom I serve in the current 
KCK executive board. I am convinced that the existing teamwork is 
reflected in the many accomplishments that KCK has achieved in the 
past five months. 

I sincerely thank all Kenyans in Korea for active involvement in KCK 
activities and for responding passionately whenever called upon, for 
example during the recent data collection exercise. On that note, I 
encourage those who are yet to register with the Kenya Embassy and 
the IEBC (Diaspora Portal) to do so as soon as they can. 

Some of the successful activities that KCK has undertaken since the 
inauguration of new the leadership in February include: Tujuane Fest, 
participation in Changwon Food Exhibition and Seoul Friendship Fair, 
publication of Jambo Kenya Korea spring edition, Data collection, 
launching of the “Big Book Project,” initiating website project and 
co-organizing of the Eastern Africa Sports Day. The Big Book and KCK 
website will be unveiled on August 1st during the KCK annual retreat. 

Regionally, KCK branches continue to be active, reflecting the 
new spirit of participation and collective leadership. KCK Busan, for 

example, engaged in sports with Congolese Community (soccer) and 
with the Burundian community (basketball). Busanians also hosted 
two welcoming meetings and a mini-retreat for new groups of 
members. KCK Gwangju has been representing Kenyans in Korea in 
supporting the Kenyan Athletes at the just concluded 2015 Summer 
Universidad games held from July 3rd to 14th in Gwangju City. Many 
other activities have taken place in various regions. For all these, i 
say bravo! 

Similarly, I appreciate the support and the involvement of the 
Kenya Embassy in our activities. I salute our Ambassador, H. E. 
Mohamed Gello, for his openness to work with Kenyans in Korea in 
various dimensions. Together with the entire Embassy fraternity our 
cordial relations have grown greater and with positive impact across 
Korea.  

Finally, I take this opportunity to encourage Kenyans in Korea to 
continue with their diligence in their various contexts of engagement 
and support one another to attain our dreams. My team of leaders 
pledges to work with all members to realize our collective aspirations 
in academic, professional and entrepreneurial sectors. I welcome 
you to you to use KCK’s communication channels and feedback 
mechanism to share your ideas, concerns and constructive criticism 
so that we can together build a better community.

Thank you! 

Kenya Community in Korea
Together we stand !

kenyakorea@gmail.com
Facebook: Kenya Community in Korea

www.kenyansinsouthkorea.wordpress.com

Dr. Benson Kamary
KCK Chairman &

 Jambo Kenya Korea Mg. Editor
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President Uhuru Kenyatta in May launched the 10thWorld 
Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial Conference logo and 
website. The launch – which kicked off preparations for the 
WTO Conference that will be hosted by Kenya from 15th to 

18th December this year – took place simultaneously with a similar 
ceremony by the WTO General Council in Geneva, Switzerland.

Speaking at the launch, President Kenyatta said hosting of 
the Conference is not only an honour to the Government and 
people of Kenya but also to the East African region and the entire 
African continent. “This is the first time that the WTO Ministerial 
Conference is taking place on the African soil,” President Kenyatta 
noted.

He said hosting the Conference in Kenya signals the 
commitment of WTO members and the International Community 
to integrate the African continent into the Multilateral Trading 
System (MTS).

The President said integration of Africa into the MTS 
complements regional and continental efforts towards increased 
intra-Africa trade.“This is the way to go for us as a continent to 
realize the dream of the Continent Free Trade Area,” the President 
said.

The Head of State expressed optimism that the Conference will 
provide an opportunity for WTO members to restore confidence to 
the Multilateral Trading System.

 “We should use this Conference to agree on a work 
programme that can guide members to conclude the Doha Round 
of trade talks and deliver development as promised in the Doha 
Declaration of 2001.”

He assured the National Preparatory Committee for the 10th 
WTO Ministerial Conference of the Government’s full support 

President Kenyatta kicks off  preparations for WTO 
Conference to be held in Kenya

to make the conference successful and memorable. To Kenyans, 
President Kenyatta said the Conference is an opportunity to 
demonstrate the country’s hospitality to guests from all corners of 
the world.

Foreign Affairs and International Trade Cabinet Secretary 
Amina Mohamed thanked President Kenyatta for his efforts which 
ensured Kenya was selected as the first African country to host the 
WTO Ministerial Conference.

She observed that the hosting of the Conference in Nairobi is a 
sign of confidence in Kenya and in Africa, adding: “It is also a source 
of pride to all of us.”

Photo Story

US President Barack Obama 
inspects a guard of honor at 
State House, Nairobi, on July 
25th during his visit to Kenya.
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Memorandum of Understanding on Technical 
Cooperation in Agriculture between the Republic of 
Kenya and the Republic of Korea was signed on 14th 
May, 2015. Through the MOU Kenya will benefit 

from South Korea’s vast experience in agricultural technology 
through exchange of experts and information in areas such as 
mechanization, application of IT in agricultural systems and food 
industries, agro-processing, research and development of irrigation 
systems. 

Signing of MOU on Technical Cooperation on Agriculture by principal secretary Sicily Kariuki (Mrs.,)MBS, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries and Mr. Yeo In Hong, South Korea Vice Minister for Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs.

The delegation from the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fisheries, Kenya visited the Republic of Korea 
from 11th – 16th May, 2015, led by Principal Secretary Sicily 
Kariuki (Mrs.,) MBS. H.E. Mohammed Gello participated in 
the delegation’s mission. The delegation also participated at 
the Seoul Food 2015 exhibition which ran from 11th – 15th 
May, 2015 at KINTEX, Gyeongi- do. The exhibition team from 
the Ministry of Agriculture included; Tea directorate, Coffee 
directorate, nuts and oils directorate and the private sector 

Kenya’s President Uhuru Kenyatta was voted Africa’s President of 
the year 2014-2015 for his outstanding leadership. Thousands 
of university students from institutions of higher learning in 

Africa also recognized President Kenyatta for initiating progressive 
economic programs aimed at uplifting the lives of Kenyans.

The members of the All-Africa Students Union (AASU) presented 
President Kenyatta with the award, which, among other things, 
celebrates “outstanding leadership and educational excellence”. The 
AASU is based in Accra, Ghana. 

Uhuru was recognized for his ability to build consensus locally 
and abroad, and ef-forts to improve policies and supervise solutions 
to Kenya’s problems AASU student leaders, drawn from 12 local 
universities, presented the award to the President at State House in 
Nairobi. Rwandan President Paul Kagame of is a previous recipient of 
the award.

Kenyatta wins Africa’s President of the Year Award

Kenya to benefit from 
Korea’s vast experience in 
agricultural technology.

MOU on Technical Cooperation in Agriculture signed
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The 13th Tour Expo Daegu Gyeongbuk, 23rd-26th April, 2015

Goyang International Horticulture exhibition 2015

The Horticulture Crops 
Directorate jointly with the 
Embassy participated in 
the Goyang International 
Horticulture exhibition 2015 
from 24th April – 10th May, 
2015 at KINTEX.

The Embassy participated in the 
13th tour Daegu Gyeongbuk 
to market Kenya’s tourism 
products. H.E. Mohamed Gello 
attended the tape cutting 
ceremony

Imports Goods Fair, 2015, 4th – 6th June, 2015

The Export Promotion Council and 
the Embassy participated in the 
above event to market Kenya’s 
top products; tea, coffee, honey, 
soapstone and Moringa among 
others.
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The World Education Forum 2015 was held from 19th to 
22nd May, 2015 in South Korea’s gateway city of Incheon, 
bringing together education officials from member states 
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization, U.N. agencies and NGOs to discuss future education 
objectives.

The forum, was held under the theme “Transforming Life 
through Education,” setting education development goals for the 
next 15 years

Education ministers from 97 countries ― including Kenyan 
delegation of thirteen officials led by Professor Jacob Kaimenyi 
Cabinet Secretary Ministry of Education, Dr. Belio  KIPSANG, Principal 
Secretary State Department  of Education, Dr. Kilemi MWIRIA, 
Education Adviser, the Presidency, Amb. Prof. George GODIA Kenya 
Permanent Delegate to UNESCO, Ms. Martha EKIRAPA EFA Desk 
Officer of Ministry of Education, Mr.Francis Araigua Personal 
Assistant to CS- Education, Mr.Victor SOO Senior Research Assistant 
Kenya UNESCO Office Paris, Dr. Evangeline NJOKA, Secretary 
General KNATCOM, Ms. Janet Ouko Coordinator of Elimu Yetu.

Kenya represented at the World Education Forum (WEF) 
Held in Incheon, Korea

Among the Kenya delegation were members of Parliament 
led by Hon. Sabina Wanjiru Chege -Chair of Education Committee 
of National Assembly, Hon. Richard Katemi Makenga -Member of 
National Assembly, Hon. Dr. Susan Chebet Member of National 

Assembly and Mr. Mohamed Jimale, Education Committee 
Secretariat Coalition participated in the forum Ambassador 
Mohamed Gello and Gaudencia Ayisi from Kenya Embassy, Seoul, 
also attended the forum.

Special Guests included of the forum were : Deputy Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Korea and Education Minister Hwang, 
Woo-yea; UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon; Director General of 
UNESCO Irina Bokova; Executive Director of UNICEF Anthony Lake; 
President of the World Bank Jim Yong Kim; Executive Director of UN 
Women and Under Secretary-General Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka; 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres; Executive 
Director of UNFPA Dr Babatunde Osotimehin; and the co-winner of 
the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize, Kailash Satyarthi
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H.E. Gello hosts 
Global Executive 
Masters students  
from Kenya

On Thursday 11thJune, 2015, H.E. Gello hostsed Global 
Executive Masters of Business Administration (GeMBA)
University students from United States International 

University (USIU) in Kenya. The students who paid a courtesy 
visitto Kenya Embassy in Seoul were thirty one(31) in number,led 
by Prof. Achokiof USIU and were on a seven days study visit in 
Korea - Woosong University Solbridge Campus as part of their 
Global Executive Master of Business Administration(GeMBA) 
program. 

Among the students was Senator Keter, five Members of 
Parliament, Kenya Government Officials amongst others from 
the Private Sector.Also present to welcome the students was 
Amb. Gathoga Chege- Deputy Head of Mission,five members of 
Kenyans in Korea Community (KCK) led by Vice Chairman Pastor 
Ngari and all the Home Based Embassy staff.

H.E. Mohammed Gello (center) 
and Deputy Head of Mission, 
Amb. Chege (left) with the 
Senate Health Committee 
members Senators Zipporah 
Kittony (2nd from right) and 
Dr. Wilfred Machage (2nd from 
left) when they paid a courtesy 
call at the Chancery in Seoul.

Courtesy Call:
Senate Health 
Committee 
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On 18th June, 2015 H.E. Ambassador Gello of Kenya 
Embassy to Seoul paid a courtesy visit to the President 
Oh, Se-Kee of KINGS (KEPCO International Nuclear 
Graduate School) in Ulsan Korea. H.E. Gello and 

President Oh, Se-Kee discussed issues on further Cooperation 
between Kenya and Korea in the Energy Sector.  

The President of KINGS, was also keen about Korea developing a 
Research and Technology Institute in Kenya equivalent of a KAIST in 
Korea for purposes of Human Resource Development in Research 
and Technology. 

KINGS trains Kenyan Students on a two years Program - 
Post Graduate Studies in Nuclear Energy since the year 2012. 
Ambassador Gello met the Nine Kenyan students on training drawn 
from Kenya Power, Radiation Protection Board, KenGen, Nuclear 
Electricity Project, Ministry of Public Works and Nema.  

Also present during the visit was Gaudencia Ayisi-Counsellor II 
Kenya Embassy, MyungSub Roh- Dean of students Affairs Kings  
KEPCO Graduate School , Chung-Lak Kim- Director of R & DB KINGS.

Ambassador Gello pays a courtesy call to 
President Oh Se-Kee of  KINGS Graduate School

Members of Kenya Parliamentary Service Commission led by Senator David Musila together with Amb. Mohamed Gello 
pose for a photo on the steps Chamber of the Korea National Assembly. The delegation was in Korea on a study tour of the 
Korean National Assembly.
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Visit to Ulsan Hyundai Chungun High School

On 29th May, 2015 H. E. Mohamed Gello visited Hyundai 
Chungun High School in Ulsan. The visit was in response 
to an invitation from Mr. Young Seung Song, President 

of the Kyunghyang Daily Newspaper to participate at this year’s 
Kyunghyang Global meeting.

The main purpose of the programs is to give Ambassadors an 
opportunity to communicate directly with Korean High Schools in 
order to deepen the students understanding of Foreign Countries 
and Culture.

During the visit H.E. Gello met the Principal, Faculty Staff and 
Students of the School. In addition to Korean Cultural performance, 
the focus of the visit was about Kenya. In this connection there 
were five presentations by the students on Kenya’s culture, Kenya’s 
legal system, Economy, Security and Tourism. The Ambassador 
presentation also focused on the same themes. At the end of the 
presentation H.E. Gello engaged the students in a Question and 
Answer session. Also present was Gaudencia Ayisi - Counsellor II 
Kenya Embassy.

On Tuesday 16th June, 2015, H.E. Gello visited Gangneung 
City in Korea where he had a Meeting with the Mayor of 
the City Mr. Choi Myeong-hee at Gangneung City Hall. 

The Mayor of Gangneung City plans to collaborate with Kenya 
in cultural Activities. H.E. Gello also visited one of the cultural 
heritage sites and signed the visitor’s book. Of interest to Kenya 
is the fact that Gangneung City is a home to more than 300 cafés 
with the preferred and most expensive coffee being Kenyan Coffee. 

Meeting with Officials from Gangneung City’s Department of Culture

Gangneung City is earmarked to host the 2018 Winter Olympics 
therefore opening up new horizons of Commerce, Culture, Tourism 
and Sports opportunities. Also present from Gangneung City were 
the Director of Economic Promotion, Director of Tourism, Cultural 
Art Chief, the Chairman of Coffee Association of Gangneung among 
others. H.E. Gello promised that Kenya would participate in the City’s 
Coffee festival that is held every year during the month of October. 
Also present from Kenya Embassy was Amb. Chege-Deputy Head of 
Mission and Gaudencia Ayisi Counsellor II. 
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Kenya was represented in the Global Food Festival on 17th May 
2015. The event, in which the number of visitors who visited 
the Kenya’s booths was significantly high, was organized by 
Seongbuk Cultural Foundation. 

Majority of the visitors were interested in having a taste of Kenyan 
food and queuing for the mandazi, samosa or Kenyan coffee sold at 
the booths. Many Korean visitors were interested in Kenya coffee, 
especially the AA grade, and even inquired about how to import 
Kenyan coffee into Korea. Kenya Community in Korea members: 
Miriam Kariithi, Mercy Mwangi, Emma Kimani, Cicily Wangui, Fraciah 
Wanjiru and Grace Kagwanja operated the booths on behalf of the 
Kenya Embassy. 

On 9th June, 2015, Amb. Gathoga Chege  - Deputy Head of 
Mission of Kenya Embassy, Seoul, met with Officials from 
Gangneung City in Korea the department of Culture in 
regard to preparation of signing an MOU on exchange in 

Cultural activities.
The most striking interest to Kenya is the fact that the delegation 

also had a big interest in importation of Kenyan Coffee and since the 
city is a home to 400 cafés with over one million tourists during its 
pick season, Kenya Embassy plans to engage the City and the Coffee 
Association Officials in promotional activities to raise demand of Kenyan 
Coffee in the City. The delegation of six(6) Officials was headed by Mr. 
Jeon Bong Kwan the Cultural Art Chief.

Kenya at the Global Food Festival

Amb. Chege meets with Gangneung City officials, promotes Kenya

Photo Story

Kenyans in Busan pose for a 
picture with the Deputy Head 
of Mission, Amb. Gathoga 
Chege (seated center), after a 
time of interaction.
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The national women volleyball team defeated Peru three sets 
to one to bag a historic international volleyball title. The 
triumph against the top South American nation won Kenya 

the gold medal in Group 3 of this season’s FIVB Grand Prix, an 
achievement that also ranks as the first international volleyball title 
by an African team.

Kenya’s sterling performance in the two-hour duel at the AIS 
Arena in Canberra, Australia, was received with excitement and 
applause by Kenyans who had thronged the 5,000-seater indoor 
arena and thousands more who immediately donned the patriotic 
cap, especially on social media. 

The win rounded off a perfect three-week trip for the 12-member 
national team in the global competition that was capped when it 
registered six wins in eight matches played in three continents.

The game’s starting line-up had Janet Wanja, Ruth Jepng’etich, 
Mercy Moim, Elizabeth Wanyama, captain Brackcides Agala and 
reserve Noel Murambi — who was drafted in as a late replacement to 
Everlyne Makuto who was unwell.

Kenya’s Malkia Strikers wins Int’l volleyball title

A group of eight students represented Kenya in the just 
concluded Gwangju Summer Universiade.  The biannual 
competition kicked off with fanfare on July 3rd, 2015. The 
five men and three ladies participated in Taekwodo, Table 

Tennis and a couple of tracks and field events. 
In athletics, they participated in 800, 1500, 5000, 10,000 meters 

and half marathon. They also took part in the Kenya’s favorite 3000 
meters’ steeplechase. Although the small delegation gave their best 
performance, they were not able to win any medal. 

The best placed was a lady   who finished 5th in half marathon. Mr. 
Walter Onyango, a member of Kenyatta University staff said hoped that 
in the future the Ministry of Sports will work closely with universities 
to send a larger group. 

The Chairman of Kenyans in Gwangju  Mr. Julius Wachira 
welcomed the group on arrival at the Universiade village. He also 
helped Kenyans living in in Korea with information about various 
sports venues. 

Edward Kamakia, a Kenyan student who travelled all the way from 
Cheonnan to cheer the Kenyan squad said that he was disappointed 
Kenya didn’t win the marathon races but remained hopeful that 
Kenyans will do better in future sports events.

Kenyans take part in Gwanju Summer Universiade
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Pomp and fun at 

Tujuane Fest!

Kenyans in Korea met on May 24, 2015, at the Seoul Nanji 
Camping site for the Tujuane event. Tujuane is an informal 
meeting where Kenyans come together to welcome new 
members and strengthen their bond.

At the camp, Kenyans exhibited passion and celebrative mood 
as they indulged in what they had been missing – nyama choma, 
Kenyan music and being together with fellow countrymen and women 
speaking Kiswahili. A collection of Kenyan music sent attendance to the 
‘dance flow’ while others offered their own performance. Apart from 

food and music, participants played several games to entertain 
themselves. They played soccer, ‘kati’ and bottle spinning.

The Secretary General, Mr. George Gathuka, thanked 
the participants and urged Kenyans in Korea to uphold unity 
and progress in all aspects. He reminded KCK members of the  
upcoming annual retreat to be held in Busan on August 1st. 
Kenyans in Seoul were encouraged to establish a KCK branch 
leadership for effective communication and better coordination.

Photo Story

Celebrating another 
Kenya-Korean wedding!

We congratulate Mr. 
Francis Orero and your 
bride Lim Sara!



KCK Busan sports day with Congo and Burundi
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KCK Busan is known for its organization and activeness. On 
June 27th, Kenyans in Busan and Congo Community in 
Korea played a friendly soccer match at Pukyong National 
University, attracting about 40 participants. Among the 

participants were friends from Nigeria, Ghana, Korea and Burundi.   
The two communities used the game as a forum to enhance 

good relationship among Africans living in Korea. During the 
match, the Congolese team dominated the first half of the game 
with one score ahead of the Kenyan team by the close of the half 
time. In the second half the Kenyan team gained momentum and 
scored two goals ending the game with a 2 – 1 score.

After the soccer tournament, Kenyans in Busan played a 
friendly basketball match with the Burundian community in 
Busan. The exciting game at the Pukyong National University 
ended with a 19 – 17 score in favour of the Burundians. 

The two matches allowed the Kenyans in Busan and Ulsan to 
interact with fellow Africans from Congo and Burundi and forge 
better friendship ties.

This year has been particularly special for the Busan/
Ulsan branch. There has been an increase in the number 
of Kenyans coming to study in this beautiful coastal 
city of Busan, among them 6 new Kenyans who will be 

studying at KEPCO International Nuclear Graduate School (KINGS) 
for the next two years. 

As has been the tradition here in the Busan Branch to visit 
and welcome the new members, the group embarked on an 
adventure to Wollae to meet with the new Kenyans and introduce 
them to KCK. The Kenyans at KINGS were excited and received 
Busanians over a Kenyan lunch. The participants shared ideas 
on how to make the KCK Busan/Ulsan Branch more active and 
inspire active participation in all activities. 

Following the introductory meeting at KINGS, both teams 
left for Ulsan Children’s Park for a cycling afternoon at the park. 

Busanians visits KINGS students, go for mini-retreat in Ulsan

By Joy Mworia, Busan, Korea

By Joy Mworia, Busan, Korea
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It was pomp and colour at the Eastern Africa Sports Day 
held at the Seoul National University on July 11th, 2015. 
The event organized by Kenya Community in Korea (KCK) 
and Tanzanians in Republic of Korea (TANROK) saw close 

to a hundred participants, the largest gathering in such activities. 
Friends of Kenyans and Tanzania from Korea, Mexico, Nigeria, 
Ethiopia, Dominican Republic, Malaysia, Ghana, Sweden and 
the United States attended the events. KCK members came from 
different regions including Incheon, Cheonan, Daejeon, Wonju and 
Busan. 

The guest of honor was the Kenyan ambassador to Korea H.E. 
Mohamed Gello. Also in attendance was Deputy Head of Mission 
at the Kenya Embassy Amb. Gathoga Chege, Head of Chancery Mr. 
Kiboi Waituru, Mrs. Gaudencia Ayisi, Monica Mutinda and their 
families.

The sports day was officially opened by the guest of honor, and 
involved 400 and 100 meters races, sack race and wheelbarrow race. 
A soccer match between Kenyans and Tanzanians was the highlight 
of the sports day of which Kenya lost 0-1. It was a sweet victory for 
TANROK and perhaps a revenge for their loss of 5-1 to KCK at last 
year’s inaugural match.

Addressing the participants, Ambassador Gello highlighted 
the importance of sports and congratulated KCK for organizing the 
event. He said that sports enhances the spirit of togetherness and 
teaches about character – honesty, competition and teamwork. He 
also added that sports diplomacy is another way of looking at the 
Eastern Africa sports day for it brought together citizens of many 
nations to participate in a common activity. 

 After the sports day the participants gathered at Sinchon area 
for a barbeque dinner. 

KCK hosts the biggest Eastern Africa sports day
By Jackson Ngari, Seoul, Korea
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Pomp and Colour: Sports Day in pictures

Photos by Wanjiru Thwagi
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KCK Busan and the KCK Executive Board are planning a 
historical annual retreat targeting about 100 participants. The 
Busan KCK Branch leadership is currently making logistical 
arrangements including the venue and accommodation for 

guests who will arrive a day earlier. The main activities will be around 
Gwangalli Beach (facing the magnificent Diamond Bridge) where 
water sports, beach volleyball, beach soccer among other activities 
will be conducted. The Busan team also intend to host KCK members 
for a Kenyan dinner during which the KCK executive board is expected 
to unveil the new website, summer newsletter and the “Big Book”. 

KCK Busan welcomes all Kenyans in Korea for the retreat on 
August 1st, 2015. More information will be given via email and 
updates on KCK’s Facebook page. 

Are you ready 
for BUSAN?

Kenyans plan 
for the biggest 
retreat ever!

The US President, Barack Obama, capped an emotional return 
to his father’s home country of Kenya on Sunday, July 26th 
with an impassioned speech that was steeped in pride in his 

own African heritage. He told Kenyans at the Kasarani Gymnasium, 
“I’m the first Kenyan-American to be president of the United States. 
That goes without saying.” Inside the packed gymnasium where 
nearly 5,000 Kenyans gathered, Obama offered his own personal 
history as evidence that all Africans have the potential to rise from 
even the most difficult circumstances. 

“When it comes to the people of Kenya, especially the youth, 
I believe there is no limit to what you can achieve,” Obama said. 
“You can build your future right here, right now.”

Recalling his family’s struggles, Obama recounted how his 
grandfather worked as a cook for the British military. The president 
also pointed to his own family’s progress from those humble 
beginnings. Obama also pledged that the U.S. will intensify its 
cooperation with the Kenyan government on security issues and 
bilateral strategies.

Obama in Kenya
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South Korea has been ranked as one of the highest consumers 
of fish in the world with a per capita (kg/person/year) fish 
consumption of 55 kg. Sadly this compares to only 4.5 kg per 
capita fish consumption in Kenya. 
Whereas South Korea has a long tradition of fish eating, the 

same cannot be said of Kenya with a fishery industry that faces many 
challenges. Key to these are the dwindling stocks from capture fisheries, 
high cost of fish, lack of fish eating tradition and an underexploited 
potential for aquaculture. 

Luckily the government, through the State Department of 
Fisheries has put in place an aquaculture development strategy that 
will foster development of the industry and increase fish supplies in 
Kenya. There is a lot we can learn from the developed fisheries in South 
Korea, which can be applied in Kenya, so seize any opportunity to make 
that a reality. 

This is one of the “Eat more fish campaign” methods that have 
been adopted by the fisheries department in promoting fish eating 

across all communities in Kenya 
who have previously relied on 
other protein sources. It offers a 
platform to sensitize citizens on 
why and how to farm, prepare, 
eat fish and create wealth. 

There has been a 
tremendous rise in the global demand for fish with average per capita 
fish consumption increasing from 10 kg in the 1960s to more than 19 
kg in 2014. Increased demand for fish has been brought about by the 
need to feed the ever growing world population which was estimated 
to be over 7 billion people in 2011, is projected to surpass 9 billion 
people by 2050 and exceed 10 billion in 2100 according to the UN.

Fish is a very important part of a healthy diet and a key source of 
proteins, essential amino acids and minerals especially in low-income, 
food-deficit countries. Increasing evidence has also shown that the 
consumption of fish enhances brain development and learning in 
children, protects vision and eye health, promotes bone development, 
and offers protection from cardiovascular diseases and some cancers. 
Eating fish once or twice a week can also help preserve the gray-matter 
neurons, the part of brain linked to memory and cognition. Scientists 
believe that larger brain volume can help lower the risk of cognitive 
decline and Alzheimer’s disease.

A recent study in the US of 188 men found that those who 
ate more fresh fish, along with other healthy foods such as fruits, 
vegetables, and whole grains, had stronger swimmers than those who 
ate unhealthy diets. Researchers say that more study needs to be done, 
but preliminary data shows that the better the participant’s diet, the 
stronger the shape and mobility of the sperm he produced. 

I therefore call on each one of us to be a good will ambassador 
promoting the eating of more fish.

Kenyans, we better eat fish! 

Did you know that South 
Koreans, on average, 

consume 12 times more fish 
than Kenyans?

Grace Waniru Njagi
State Dept. of Fisheries (Kenya) /
Graduate School of Global Fisheries
Pukyong National University, Busan
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Kenyans in Busan were among the visitors at the Haeundae Sand 
Sculpture Festival to see the specks of beauty in nature. 

Korea’s biggest sand festival held on the 29th of May in Haeundae 
beach was rated a must see for all.  The blessing of nature was well 
displayed through the use of sand to sculpture different artistic and 
involving tales. The beauty displayed on this particular festival could 
highly challenge an eye, the admiration on such an idea being sent to 
our country was a desire held onto by many. The festival was not only 
involving but was a major interacting forum.

The openness and togetherness enhanced a high socio-cultural 
conversations here in Korea. The likes of Pinocchio, Aladdin, Peter Pan 
and the famous Kungfu Panda were in the display. 

The product of appreciating nature is benefiting from it, if I look 
at our Land Kenya we have so much to take pride in: the beaches, 
the oceans, rivers, all that nature has set for us. Maybe it’s time we 
made use of it in different ways, not just looking at it but using it to 
our advantage and also for beautification. I believe that Kenyans are 
talented people who can create and create great works of art.

Chorus
Jumuiya Yetu sote tuilinde
Tuwajibike tuimarike
Umoja wetu ni nguzo yetu
Idumu Jumuiya yetu.

1. Ee Mungu twaomba ulinde
Jumuiya Afrika Mashariki
Tuwezeshe kuishi kwa amani
Tutimize na malengo yetu.

2. Uzalendo pia mshikamano
Viwe msingi wa Umoja wetu
Natulinde Uhuru na Amani
Mila zetu na desturi zetu.

3. Viwandani na hata mashambani
Tufanye kazi sote kwa makini
Tujitoe kwa hali na mali
Tuijenge Jumuiya bora.

Sand sculpture fest an eye-opener for Kenyans

Did you know we have the East Africa Community anthem?

By Lydia Misati, Busan, Korea

The 12th Ordinary Summit of the EAC Heads of State meeting 
in Arusha adopted the EAC Anthem, Wimbo wa Jumuiya Afrika 
Mashariki, on 3 December 2010. The adoption of the Anthem 
brought to an end a decade-long search for a song that East 

Africans would call their own.

Wimbo wa Jumuiya Afrika Mashariki is a melodic three-stanza 
composition written in Kiswahili. It exhorts East Africans to pursue the 
virtues of unity, patriotism and hard work, while cultivating a spirit of 
comradeship. 
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During an interview for the Paris Review in 1994, renown 
writer Chinua Achebe spoke of “the danger of not having 
your own stories”. He said: “There is that great proverb — 
that until the lions have their own historians, the history of 

the hunt will always glorify the hunter. 
That did not come to me until much later. Once I realized that, 

I had to be a writer. I had to be that historian. It’s not one man’s job. 
It’s not one person’s job. But it is something we have to do, so that 
the story of the hunt will also reflect the agony, the travail — the 
bravery, even, of the lions.”

What if one day you woke up and you had no memory of who 
you are? At that point you become like a child. Your mind is empty like 
a blank piece of paper on which anyone, absolutely anyone can write 
anything on. It would be overwhelming the amount of information 
missing.  You may even feel powerless, immensely vulnerable. 

I see my motherland in the same view if we do not preserve 
our heritage and create our story. As a country, we have memories 
we once held close. The moments that made us laugh - a laughter 
that mitigated the struggles, the struggles that marked our victory, 
the victories that mothered our pride, the pride that made our name 
great. 

As young people, we should embrace the story of our 
motherland as we know best, not as we are told by ‘guest writers’. 
Kenya is a great country known for many good things. We are known 
for world famous marathon runners, our flora and fauna, our fantastic 
weather and the kindness of our people. A land of such abundance, 
yet her memory might be fading fast amidst the busyness of life as 
we pursue academic qualifications, money, contracts or title deeds. It 

is also important to pay attention to our motherland’s history, current 
affairs and future aspirations.

Having traveled all over Korea I see just how this country’s 
memory has been made powerful. Cultural heritage is well preserved. 
Seeing them all over the regions tell the depth of historical legacy 
concealed in monuments, museums and historical parks.

In Korea, museums are even customized: art museums, mining 
museum, folk museums, science museums, musical instrument 
museums, ecology museum, museums of education, medical 
museums, children’s museum, museum of African art, and so on 
because having a national memory makes a country strong and 
influential. 

My fellow young Kenyans, we need to preserve our past, for 
sometimes we draw to the good things we have done in the past to 
give us strength and vision for the future. 

Loving Kenya means knowing her story

As a country, we have memories we 
once held close. The moments that 
made us laugh - a laughter that 

mitigated the struggles...

By Beatrice A. Okech
Kyungsung University, Busan



Now it is your turn.
Send us an article...

kenyakorea@gmail.com

Leisure Page...
My Country Kenya

I call to the moon
watching it unfold

I smile at the star-y sky
thinking of something beyond it,

I let out a huff of breath
for time

is a subtle thief

That I to brooding
get scared and manage

mere choking gasps

That I to an intangible craving
feel a sharp taste of air

as the wind blows

Yet I pull on the opposite direction,

And a roar becomes louder
on my head

silence spreads its wings
as I toy with my hair

My heart melts
I get soaked up

in every detail of moment

Loathing the rugged locks of time

A thoughtful moment

What a harmonious land it is, 
Full of integrated citizens, 
Peace and unity all over, 

Always emerging at the top, 
What a blessed country it is. 

Some say you are my motherland, 
But fatherland likewise you are, 
You give one peace and comfort, 

How graceful I adore you, 
For being my mentor. 

If only I had one word to say, 
Or one drop of ink remaining, 
Or even only one line vacant, 

I would proudly say that, 
I love you!

- by Janet Muthoni -

befuddled emotions
horrid thoughts

undisturbed by the humming streets 
beyond

fumbling between doubts
to hold self high through mazes

breaking chains
in high triumph,
Seeking the soul

to cast a gloom upon it
All this anguish

stirring the scent of my youth

Ere is the mirth I experience
in an strange existence

By Achieng Emily, Nairobi

“If I feel physically as if the 
top of my head were taken off, 

I know that is poetry.”
-Emily Dickinson-
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KCK.... PROUDLY.... Kenyan!

MONTH        EVENTS 

February Seolal Meeting
  KCK New Leaders’ Inauguration
  Establishment of KCK Committees

March  KCK-Embassy Changwon Exhibition
  KCK “Big Book“ project

April  Jambo Kenya Korea Spring Edition
  KCK Branch Meeting
  KCK-Kenya Embassy Meeting
  
May   Children's Day
  Tujuane
  Constitutional Review Commence 
  
June  Madaraka Day
  KCK Promo video
  KCK Website Construction
 

KCK Calendar 2015

 MONTH        EVENTS 

Jul/Aug.  KCK Annual Retreat in Busan
   Jambo Kenya Korea Summer Edition
 
Sept.    Annual General Meeting in Seoul 
  KCK Awards
   KCK  Talent show
      
October   KCK Branch Meetings
  Jambo Kenya Korea Fall Edition
  Global Gathering in Busan

Nov.  KCK Project (to be announced)
  KCK Performance Survey

 Dec.  KCK End of Year Party
  Jamhuri Day Celebrations

Note: There could be flexibity with dates/events. 
If you would like to help plan some of the activities kindly notify 

our Projects Committee on KCK Facebook or email. 
It is our KCK^^ 
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Kenya Embassy Calendar (Half Year)
MONTH        EVENTS 

September The 18th Busan International Travel Fair
  
   
October  2015 Daegu Coffee and Cafe Fair
  Itaewon Global Village Festival 2015
  2015 Namyangju Slow Life International Festival
  Busan Global Gathering 2015  
November Seoul International Travel Fair
  

Embassy of  the Republic of  Kenya
Hoinamuro 44-gil 38, Yongsan-gu, 

Seoul, KOREA (140-857)
Tel.: +82-2-3785-2903/4 Fax: +82-2-3785-2905

Email: seoul@mfa.go.ke or info@kenya-embassy.or.kr
www.kenya-embassy.or.kr
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“For every little child, 
no matter where you’re 
from, your dreams are 

valid.”
-Lupita Nyong’o-

Jambo! Welcome to Magical Kenya. No other 
country on earth can offer the visitor as much 
to see and do. Within the borders of a single 
country, you will find savannahs rich with big 
game, timeless cultures unchanged by the 
modern world, pristine beaches and coral 
reef, equatorial forests and mighty snow-
capped mountains, searing deserts and cool 
highland retreats and endless opportunities 
for adventure, discovery, relaxation; more than 
you would ever expect...

“I am proud to be the first Kenyan-
American to be president of 

the United States.”
-------------

I like the phrase “Yes Youth Can”
-Barack Obama-





Twajivunia kuwa Wakenya!
Proudly Kenyans!

Jambo-Kenya Korea, a joint publication of Embassy of the Republic of 
Kenya  and  Kenya Community in Korea

Magnificent Kenyans!

Photo: Wanjiru Thwagi


