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KOREAN AIR DIRECT FLIGHT SCHEDULE
Routing          Timing             Frequency
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MONTH       EVENTS 

April Spring Fling/ KCK BBQ Party
  Publish the spring newsletter

May  Children's Day 
  
June Movie Night   
  Official African  Day
 
 Jul/Aug. All African Games 2014  
 KCK Membership Training  (MT)
  Publish the summer newsletter

August  Annual Busan Retreat  
  Korea Tour  
  Election Committee Formation 
Sept.   Annual General Meeting 
  KCK  Talent show  
  
October  KCK Hikers Club
  KCK Company tour
 Publish the Fall newsletter

Nov. KCK Awards Night 
 Networking Dinner 
  KCK Elections 

 Dec. KCK End of Year Party
 Handing Over Ceremony
  Jamhuri Day Celebrations

Note: There could be flexibity with dates/
events. 

If you would like to help plan some of 
the activities kindly notify our Projects 

Coordinator (Lynzie) on KCK Facebook or 
email. 

It is your KCK^^ 

KCK Calendar 2014



Jambo Kenya Korea is the official newsletter for the Kenya Community in Korea (KCK), 
and recognized by the Embassy of the Republic of Kenya, Seoul. It was established 

in 2011 as a dynamic publication that provides news, KCK and Kenya Embassy events, 
scheduling and story pieces that celebrate the vision, work, and personnel of Kenya 
Community in Korea. It is a tool to inform KCK members and friends in Korea and 
beyond. 

Manifestly, Kenya Community in Korea serves a significant number of Kenyans, and is 
extending its services and membership by including associate members, friends of Kenya 
and largely the host country – The Republic of Korea. 

As an elaborate community, KCK has grown from a social oriented association to a 
more professional organization with clear leadership framework and communication 
structure. 

In this context, Jambo Kenya Korea plays a significant role as a strategic tool of 
chronological record of seasonal events, interviews and photographic exhibition.

The newsletter seeks to nurture patriotism, cohesiveness and good rapport between 
Kenyans, Koreans and people from all around the world.

Jambo Kenya Korea is published quarterly in spring, summer, fall and winter. 

About Jambo Kenya Korea

Publisher:    Kenya Community in Korea (KCK)

Managing Editor: Benson Kamary
Editorial Chief:    Cheryl Wanderi

Editors:   Hillary Kimuyu, Christine Kathurima, Oketch Aokoh, 
Beatrice Okech, George Kinuthia

Contributors:   Amb. Ngovi Kitau, Wanjiku Kariuki, Oketch 
Aokoh, Dianne Rop, Odoyo Wilfred, Anthony Kitema, Douglas 
Owino, Maxwell Oloo

Layout & Graphics Editor:  Benson Kamary

Contact: kenyakorea@gmail.com / kenyansinsouthkorea.
wordpress.com

Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily represent the view of KCK or the Editorial Board.
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Position Name

Chairperson - Raphael Omala 
Vice Chair - Christine Kathurima  
Secretary General- Cheryl Wanderi
Deputy Secretary Gen. - Vacant
Projects Coordinator- Lynette Muriuki
Deputy Projects Coordinator - Vacant
Treasurer- Maurice Macharia 
Assistant Treasurer - Douglas Owino
Public Relations - Trevor Mokaya
Assistant Public Relations - Vacant
Ex-Officio I - Vacant
Ex-Officio II - Vacant

KCK Officials 2014



Benson Kamary, 
Managing Editor 
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From the Editor-in-Chief

From the Managing Editor

Dear readers,
In this exciting Special Edition; we bring in a combination 
of old and new writers that bring a fresh and more diverse 

newsletter. From multi-billion trade agreements to taking care of your 
hair, we comb through different issues that affect our everyday lives. 

As proud as I am of our athletes in the recently concluded Glasgow 
Commonwealth Games; we also highlight our very own Kenyans who 
are faced with the same challenges you and I face in Korea but are 
making it and serving as an inspiration to many.

Fellow Kenyans, we can now travel within East Africa by only 
using our National Identity Cards. The East African Tourist Visa is 
also in place. These, among other significant steps, make me believe 
we are moving to an era of a great East African Community. Here in 
Korea, KCK and TANROK have been forming major collaborations 
over the past few months, to ensure the connection is also made in the 
diaspora. 

Through Joint Community Activities and social sports, these 
collaborations will enable us to have a more close-knit Community 
of East Africans that can have greater and more useful impact in the 
Korean Society. There are also great opportunities for social and 
business connections that will enable us to network among ourselves 
and take advantage of the growing business interests between Korean 
companies and African Businesses. I definitely believe in this 
collaborative efforts. We can achieve so much more together as one 

unit than we ever could have individually.
In the same Pan-African Spirit, my heart goes out to the African 

Countries affected by the Ebola Outbreak. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with them at this time and especially with those who have lost their 
loved ones. It is sad and unfortunate that we read in the newspapers 
of the discrimination of our fellow Africans here in Korea based on 
the outbreak of disease in their countries. On the other hand, I am 
encouraged to see our government actively participating in assisting 
those countries through our Medical research specialists.

Lastly, I would like to thank you, the reader for your continuous 
support of this Newsletter. I also thank our excellent team of editors 
that ensure we always have a high quality Edition. Not forgetting, 
our contributors who engage us in their world with interesting and 
thought-provoking articles. I encourage you to join us in the next 
publication as well. In John F. Kennedy’s paraphrased words, “Do not 
ask what KCK can do for you; rather ask what you can do for KCK”. 
We all play small but significant roles in our organization.

Enjoy reading and for those in Korea, please do join us as we head 
down to the beach on the 15th of August.

Cheryl Wanderi, 
Editor-in-Chief 

Once again welcome to Jambo Kenya Korea, a special edition. 
Two reasons make this edition special. One, the newsletter 
is a combination of both summer and fall editions. Two, and 

perhaps the most important, is that the publication is our collective 
dedication to our beloved Ambassador Ngovi Kitau. Be sure to read  
about the life and times of our extraordinary Kenya’s envoy in an 
exclusive interview in this edition.

Those who have been in Korea long enough are aware that Amb. 
Kitau’s posting to Korea as the ambassador has been transformative. He 
has basically truned things around toward effeciency, professionalism 
and with the needful human touch. If you knew him personally, you 
probably also know of his humorous side. 

Well, in this publication, you will have a sense that East Africa 
integration is alive among us. The edition covers a sports event 
that took place in Seoul a few weeks ago involving other Africans. 
There is also inclusive interview of the Chairman of the Tanzanian 
Community in Korea. In addition, this year’s summer retreat was not  
a KCK-only affair but an amalgamation of East Africans. In short, the 

momentum for integration is building up.
Further, you will find a collection of stories covering Kenya-Korea 

relations and how progressively the bilateral ties are growing. You will 
also come across a number of feature stories that will draw cavernous 
concentration from your senses. I tell you we’ve got writers!  

Most of you are aware that West Africa is now struggling to contain 
the worst outbreak of Ebola. This is particularly saddest topical issue 
because of the number of deaths so far. We pray for the victims and 
their loved ones to find solace at the time of difficulty. 

As I always submit, read the newsletter with bliss knowing that 
you, the reader, are part of this publication. Your comments are valid. 
And of course, we welcome constructive critique. Shalom!



Ngovi Kitau
Kenya Ambassador to Korea

From H.E. Kenya Ambassador
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Jambo Wakenya!

I am always excited to see Kenyans in Korea focused in pursuing 
their dreams. Your unity has been exemplary. I urge you to continue in 
that spirit of togetherness. Notably, your ongoing initiative to involve 
the other East African countries in your activities is a testimony that 
the essence of East Africa integration is also alive even among the 
Diasporas. 

I am convinced that these creative activities not only increase your 
interactions here in Korea but also serve as platforms for sharing ideas 
for partnerships in development and entrepreneurship. Of course I 
noted with pride that Team Kenya won 4-0 in soccer match during 
the African Sports day which KCK organized at the Seoul National 
University in early August.

Now allow me to mention a few developments regarding Kenya-
Korea bilateral relations. The ties between Kenya and Korea have been 
growing steadily in various aspects. A number of South Korean officials 
were in Kenya recently including Deputy Minister for Political Affairs 
Lee Kyung-soo who attended the second bilateral Joint Economic 
Commission in July and concluded three bilateral agreements, 
including a Framework Agreement on Grant Aid; Convention on the 
Avoidance of Double Taxation and Prevention of Fiscal Evasion; and 
Agreement for the Promotion and Protection of Investments. 

The visit to Kenya by Lee Kyung Soo was particularly significant 
at the height of travel advisories by a few countries including Korea. 
On the advisory, I would like to emphasize that there is no basis in 

placing travel advisory on Kenya. As you know, we have had a few 
security challenges but not in the scale which the media reported. 
Many countries face challenges as well, some bigger than what we 
experienced in Kenya, yet their citizens are free to travel in and out of 
the country. I therefore wish to tell those planning to travel to Kenya 
to do so without fear.

Meanwhile KOICA has continued to play an important role in 
initiating projects aimed at poverty-reduction. KOICA Kenya Office 
recently signed MoU with Kenya’s Ministry of Education to expand 
educational and training opportunities for Kenyans.

In addition, tourism sector is expected to record high arrivals 
until October when the wildebeests move back to the Serengeti in 
neighbouring Tanzania. About 9,000 Korean travellers visited Kenya 
in 2013 and we expect the number to increase to 12,000 this year and 
match the number of visitors from Japan - about 15,000 a year - by 
2015. Hopefully, the outbreak of Ebola in West Africa will not deter 
Koreans from visiting to East Africa.

Finally, I wish you all a great vacation as you head down to Busan for 
East Africa retreat. God bless you.

Congratulations to the new 
Korea Ambassador to Kenya

H.E. Dong Gyou Choi

President Uhuru Kenyatta receives credentials from the newly appointed 
Korean Ambassador to Kenya, H.E Dong gyou Choi at State House, 
Nairobi in June, 2014.

Karibu Kenya



Karibu  Kenya

Welcome to Kenya

Christine Kathurima Lee
KCK V. Chair

From the Vice Chair

Jambo Kenya Korea 4

As the summer heat continues to shine fiercely on us in 
beautiful Korea, the Kenyan Association in Korea (KCK) 
can’t help but be thankful for the tremendous efforts and 
achievements of its members far and wide within the 

nation. In this summer edition we continue to feature Kenyans making 
waves, we shed the light on important environmental issues and 
include personal contributions from Kenyans in and outside Korea. 

For many Kenyan students, it’s time to take a hiatus for the summer 
and step aside from books to rejuvenate and reconnect with friends 
and family. For those in business and working on their careers, this 
might be the best time to get a little time off to reorganize and plan 
for the rest of the year. As a community, we look forward to enjoying 
our annual trip to beautiful Busan during the KCK Busan 2014 Sun & 
Sand Safari during the weekend of August 15-17.    

For all of us in the Kenyan community, a moment of reflection 
is in order. It’s quite natural for us to begin the year with vigor and 
motivation only to find time flying swiftly month by month without 
pausing to acknowledge the successes and the lessons learned. 

KCK is especially proud to be building bridges with the Tanzanian 
Association in the Republic of Korea (TANROK). So far, the two 

community groups have successfully collaborated on a Volunteer Day 
at a local orphanage in Seoul (June) and held the first ever thrilling 
East African Olympics at Seoul National University (August). The 
goal is to continue to grow stronger together and to harness each 
other’s’ strengths in building a great name and awareness for our East 
Africa nations, ultimately making a difference in our current host 
nation, Korea. 

Kenyans in Korea, let’s remember that within our respective areas 
of influence, we represent our country and we have the powerful gift, 
amazing opportunity and great responsibility to shed a light on our 
nation and continent. Let’s work, study and live with this in mind and 
seek to lift each other up as much as we can, for there is power in 
unity.

Tuungane pamoja tujenge Afrika yetu!

Kenya Community in Korea

Together we stand !
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Taunted as the most powerful tool of change, Wanjiku is the 
most suffering boss I have ever known. Do not look for 
another Wanjiku other than you the citizen. Yes, you! The 

media, leaders, political analysts and yes by the highest authority 
of the land, that document called the constitution, proclaims you as 
the boss. The document that proclaims your rightful position as the 
big boss is being translated for you. The professional translators are 
very convincing and cunning in public places and private functions 
in exalting Wanjiku at every convenient time and space, yet trashed 
within a strike of a second. Wanjiku is a tool used to make the 
powerful demi-gods, the so holy-interpreters and beholders of the 
constitution. She is perennially fooled and periodically revered and 
worshipped by the dirty-holy-dirty politicians if you like from the 
land of freedom to the couple remaining dictators of the world. 

Dirty at the conception of the idea of living a public life, holy when 
at the door steps of the boss for interview and filthy after hitting the 
bull’s-eye on the job. These dirty creatures settle and grow horns very 
fast. They start abusing the ‘boss’ immediately after being hired while 
the boss patiently recoils back and waits to renew the employee’s 
4~5-year contract. It is s cycle.

The rhetoric never ceases; “You get what you deserve, boss”; “You 
must have been so stupid to hire me to work for you, boss”; “I did not 
force you to hire me, wait till the term ends to fire me”; “You don’t 
know the law, I represent you, so shut up, Wanjiku”

Democracy boss, democracy. Fight for your right”
The severe abuse that this boss Wanjiku goes through is unbearable 

to the point where she doubts if indeed she is the boss. Basic 
philosophy is that she hires you to make her rich, while the contrary 

is you become richer yourself and leave her penniless, jobless, landless, 
brainless, and finally declare her worthless. Mention all the ‘lesses’ you 
can imagine of at least until the 4~5-year contract when you forget them 
to begin a new cycle. 

Your employees think of you so low, boss. Wake up! On second 
thought, you are still the boss and I understand your situation. Normally 
so many employees should be under one boss to be controlled and given 
directions. Well, in this company called ‘politics’, it is the exact opposite of 
the norm. The employees are fewer in number, they are better organized, 
they meet regularly to debate and deliberate on issues affecting them, 
plan how to deal with Wanjiku and execute perfectly at the expense of 
Wanjiku. They have the entire armory at their disposal and can release 
the arsenals of their choice unto the boss at liberty.  The longer you wait, 
the longer the generation of Wanjiku to come will continue in agony 
without making positive strides in the right direction. Do not wait for 
the collapse.

The rich also cry is a true saying if you do something with your life 
now. The richest don’t cry anymore because they are dead. Dead with 
all the perfect ideas, thoughts and innovations which they never got to 
share with the world. A step is a step whether it was made 1,000 years 
ago. Take yours now and someone will build on it later. You are rich. Are 
you that boss you want to be? You should! Not all is lost.

We have all been students and even if not academic 
students, we are all students of life. Being a student 
is not easy and along the way we all face different 

challenges. Just like the saying, “nothing good comes easy”, 
students really sweat it out to achieve their goals. 

To be a student means early mornings, late nights and rushed 
meals. But the best part of being a student is the holidays. We all 
long for a time to rest and relax. However, just before the holidays 
begin, it is a roller-coaster of activities, navigating classrooms and 
libraries and sleep becomes a myth. Many times we are tempted 
to quit but somewhere a tiny voice keeps steering us on. However, 
for some people, the little voice may not be enough and that’s why 
human relations are of great importance. 

As the saying goes, “no man is an island” and if you don’t have 
human relations, being a student is just an additional problem to the 
99 problems you may have. Even if our commitments to our books 
and the desire to have better grades may alienate us from friends at 

times, we should try to balance our social relations. 
Now that we are far away from home, the students board is here for 

you as a friend and a shoulder to lean on. The KKSA is exclusively 
for students and if a student feels like they need to be understood and 
supported, please feel free to write us an email. You may reach us on 
kenyastudentskorea@yahoo.com. We have so many students who can 
help. 

Therefore, being a student should no longer be a burden because 
you have many people to lean on. For all students, keep on focusing 
because KKSA is right behind you. We are your number one fan! 
Today KKSA, tomorrow the world.

Wilfred Odoyo, Ph.D.
KPBA Chairman 

Juliet Okoth
KCK Students, Secretary 

From the KCK Students’ Forum

Hey, wake up “Wanjiku”!
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KCK Annual Retreat 
Sun & Safari

On the 2nd of August, the Kenyan Community in Korea (KCK) 
and The Association of Tanzanians in the Republic of Korea 
(TANROK) organized the first ever East African Sports 

Day 2014. The three hour event which took place at Seoul National 
University brought together Kenyans, Tanzanians and other Africans 
who could join. 

The members of the two communities engaged in different 
competitive events such as relay races, a soccer game and purely fun 
activities like the childhood potato race. This is the second activity 
that KCK and TANROK have organized together - the first was a 
wonderful community service event which took place at Shindaebang 
Samgeori. 

One might wonder, “Why did the two communities decide to come 
up with such an event?” The East African Sports Day is a perfect 
example of a ‘social sport’.  I am thrilled when I come across the word 
‘social’ outside my little planet of books. In the past week, I have 
been voraciously reading books about ‘social entrepreneurship’ and 
‘social business’. As Noble Peace Prize winner Professor Muhammad 
Yunus notes, “In this capitalist world we have been raised with a 
one dimensional perspective which insists that human beings always 

Pomp and fun as East Africans collaborate in social sports

KCK Busan wishes to thank all 

Kenyans and friends of Kenya 

who participated in this year’s 

retreat. See you again^^

Fun...Fun...Fun...!Kenya Community in Korea
kenyakorea@gmail.com 

aspire for self-actualization. In business, the best business is the one 
which makes most profits and in sports, the best team is the one which 
scores most goals”. 

The East African Sports Day demystified this narrow ‘man must 
win’ perspective and provided a conducive environment for the two 
communities to integrate. For those three hours, we did not care about 
competition but we embraced our ‘Africanness’ . This is why we all 
enjoyed each other’s company and had a wonderful event. Can you 
imagine what we can achieve in the future using ‘social sports’?

By Omangi Trevor Mokaya



Jambo Kenya Korea 7

On June 13th, a luncheon was held for returning KOICA 
fellows. At the event, fellows shared their experiences 
about Korea. This purpose of the meeting was to spread 
the achievements of the fellowship program and to 

enhance the effectiveness of KOICA’s training program through a post 
management review.

In the opening remarks, Mrs. Moon Jung Choi mentioned that the 
seminar would be a good opportunity to discuss how they could apply 
their experiences from Korea in their duties. Mrs.Margaret Muia, Ag. 
Deputy Director of the Human Resource Development in Ministry of 
Devolution and Planning, requested fellows for active participation 
in developing Kenya based on their experiences from fellowship 
programs. 

All the returning fellows participated in the question and answer 
session very actively.

Mr. Peter Ouma Oloo, a member of KAKC board of directors 
(KOICA Alumni Kenya Chapter) said he expected returning fellows 
to be active in the association while explaining the 2014 activity plan 
of KAKC and the procedure of how fellows can join. 

This event was an opportunity for returning fellows to get together, 
and spend time sharing their experiences in Korea and ideas on how 
they could adopt their experiences in their duties.

2014 Wrap up workshop for KOICA-Kenya fellows

Last month, the Corporate Council on Africa and the Government 
of the Republic of Kenya presented the Doing Business in Kenya 
Forum, an all-day conference focused on trade and investment 

opportunities in one of Africa’s largest economies and the anchor 
nation of East Africa region. Of the various initiatives which were 
detailed by the participating senior government officials, the Kenyan 
Government’s work to revolutionize the nation’s transportation 
infrastructure stands out as one of the most significant examples of 
recent strides forward.

Dredging of Mombasa port: Kenya’s second largest city, Mombasa, 
is home to a port which services a significant majority of imports and 
exports of the East African countries. Although the last decade had 
seen total cargo volumes through the port grow at an annual rate of 
11.6% (versus a global average of 7.1%), the region was unable to realize 
the full potential of the port because of its and relatively smaller size 
and shallow depths. To address this issue, the Kenya Port Authority 
commissioned a $59 Million dredging and expansion project.   

Completed in 2012, the expansion has made it possible for the port 
to accommodate ships with 4500 TEU capacity. These improvements 
are just the first steps in what President Uhuru Kenyatta has described 
as the “government’s manifest intention to turn the Port of Mombasa 
into the largest, busiest and most business-friendly seaport on the East 

Step toward vision 2030 as multi-billion projects begin
By Hilary Kimuyu, Nairobi

African coast”
Developing a standard gauge railway: Complementing the expansion 

of Mombasa port is a $2.5 billion project (set to begin in September) 
to construct a standard gauge railway from Mombasa to Nairobi with 
plans to later extend it to Malaba and Kampala. One of the centerpieces 
of Vision 2030 and “the largest project to be undertaken in the country 
in 50 years,” the modern, high-speed and high-capacity standard 
railway “is expected to transfer freight from roads to rail reducing 
rapid roads damage and provide safe and rapid intercity passenger 
transport.” In addition to more convenient transport options, Kenyans 
also should see a significant reduction in the price of commodities due 
to the reduction in the cost of moving goods.

Constructing Greenfield Terminal at the Jomo Kenyatta International 
Airport. Along with the highly successful Ethiopian Airlines, Kenya 
Airways is one of the continent’s premier airline carriers and its hub is 
the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport in Nairobi. At the end of last 
year, the Kenya Airports Authority broke ground on the construction 
of a new terminal that will increase the airports annual handling 
capacity by 20 million passengers, a four-fold increase to current 
capacity. The new terminal is necessary response to the 12% annual 
rate of growth in the airport’s traffic which is set to hit 25 million per 
year by 2025. 
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With a number of high-profile official meetups, including 
the first joint economic commission in 17 years and three 
important agreements inked on July 9, South Korea’s ties 

with Kenya are stronger than ever. But a recent spate of deadly terrorist 
attacks in the East African country could crimp those ties, and could 
even threaten Kenya’s crucial revenue from tourism. 

There have been a number of travel warnings for Kenya recently, 
including a U.S. warning on June 19, and, on July 12, the U.K. issued 
a warning for its citizens about some of Kenya’s coastal areas and its 
border with restive Somalia. South Korea issued a travel alert earlier 
than that on April 14 warning travellers to stay away from the entirety 
of Kenya’s east coast and the region bordering Somalia.

Kenya is very sensitive about such travel alerts because some 20 
percent of its economy depends on its tourism and hospitality industry, 
now more than ever as the peak travel season looms. “But for Korea it 
has not been so bad. Korean Air stopped flying to Kenya at that early 
stage because everyone panicked,” said Kenyan Ambassador to South 
Korea Ngovi Kitau during a small press meeting at his office in Seoul. 

“Now Korean Air is flying to Kenya. We do not have a problem.” The 
Kenyan ambassador noted that the areas in the travel warning do not 
include the Masai Mara wildlife reserve, where many travellers visit. 
The travel season during the dry season reaches its peak this month, 
when migrations of wildebeests arrive in the Masai Mara National 
Reserve. The herds are centrepieces of popular safari trips made by 

Travel alerts unnecessary, says Ambassador Kitau 
By Philip Iglauer (Adapted from Korea Herald)

Europeans and by an increasing number of Koreans. 
The herds and the tourists populate the reserves until October, when 

the wildebeests move back to the Serengeti in neighboring Tanzania. 
Korean travelers are only beginning to enjoy Kenyan safaris, but some 
9,000 Koreans visited in 2013. Ambassador Kitau expects that number 
to increase to 12,000 this year and match the number of visitors from 
Japan about 15,000 a year by 2015.

The current figure is more impressive considering two factors. First, 
it is twice as large as the number of Koreans who visited just five years 
ago. Second, the increase could be attributed to the efforts of Kitau, 
who is not a professional diplomat by trade but a businessman and 
appears to take Koreans’ image of his country personally.

Ngovi Kitau
Kenya Ambassador to Korea

We, the Kenyans in Korea, 
salute you for your great 
service as our Ambassador.

We’re proud of you!

H.E. Amb. Ngovi Kitau
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Have you ever wondered why there are continuous planting 
of trees in our country and yet a larger percentage of the 
country is still arid? Well, I have.

According to Professor Lee Kyung-Joon in his book; 
Successful Reforestation in South Korea, 50 years ago Korea had 
ended its civil war and had just come from the Second World War. The 
environment was dilapidated due to the war and the people had no 
economic power or any agricultural gains from the destroyed farms. 
The population was growing, requiring food and water for survival. 
The country’s geography is generally mountainous and had thick 
forests which as a result the trees were targeted by the peasants for 
wood for subsistence and selling as a source of income.

Korea has colder seasons and the population require fuel to keep 
them warm and wood was the then available cheap source of fuel for 
the majority of people living in the rural areas. After independence, 
the first Government had an interest in forestry and came up with an 
action plan to plant trees and prevent soil erosion which was rampant 
in the country. Korea was susceptible to flooding and immense soil 
erosion because of the lack of vegetation cover and soil was exposed 
to all kinds of erosion factors. The mountains which are scenic in the 
whole country became bare and huge rocks were exposed as a result 
of denudation, this caused landslides, rock fall and mud flow during 
the rainy season. 

These plans were not achieved fully and the second government took 
over the projects. In 1961 there was a coup de tat and a new president 
was in power. This marked the historic revolutionary change of Korea’s 
environment from a bare mountainous country to a more forested 
scenic country. Korea is now said to be the only developing country 
that succeeded in reforestation after the Second World War, other 
people refer to it as a reforestation model for the rest of the world. Was 
it a walk in the park? I do not think so. Seeing the tall, dense forest all 
over is breathtaking and a product of good work. 

The major factors for the successful reforestation in Korea were 

Key Lessons from Korea on Successful Reforestation 

due to the strong leadership of president Park Chung Hee. Secondly, 
efficient implementation of Forest plans; the previous regimes had 
plans but lacked implementation strategy. For example, their Forest 
Service was skillfully managed and the forest officials were more than 
willing to serve in their government. Thirdly, the president introduced 
Saemaul Movement same as Community participation in villages for 
everyone. This made the implementation easier since the community 
had a stake in the projects. Lastly, there were available labor from the 
population, and the use of coal as an alternative source of fuel led to 
the shift of the economy from agrarian to an industrial based economy.

In spite of all these industrialization, the atmosphere is clean, 
abundant water is available from stored and used for high hydroelectric 
power production, enough food and beautiful scenic view of the 
planted forests that make up to about 64% of the total land area like 
green blankets covering the whole country. 

Kenya initiated the 10% tree forest cover project under Kenya Forest 
Service strategic plan envisioned by the Vision 2030 Economic Growth 
blue print. Great experience and lessons can be learnt from this once 
developing country like ours in terms of conservation, sustainable 
environmental management and protection of our forests which are 
the primary source of water and wildlife habitat and equally associated 
with economic development. 

I believe we can reforest Kenya and develop too.      

Anthony Kitema
Masters Candidate Forest Resources and 
Ecological Restoration, Yeungnam Univ.

Kenyan delegation visit Korea for an educational tour

A  delegations composed of 35 government officials from Kenya 
and other East African countries visited Korea between June 
8th and 15th this year. The group was composed of Government 

officials, current and former Members of Parliament and other senior 
business executives who visited Korea under the Global Tour as part 
of their GeMBA (Global Executive MBA) which they are studying at 
United States International University (USIU), Kenya. The delegation 
was led by Dr. George Achoki, Dean of Chandaria Business School, 
USIU and was hosted by SolBridge International School of Business, 
Daejeon, Korea. 

During the visit they took some lectures at SolBridge International 
School of Business. The lectures included Asia in the Global Economy, 

By Douglas Owino

Innovation and Management and Korean Business Practices. In 
addition, they also visited major Korean companies and research 
institutes including Electronics and Telecommunications Research 
Institute (ETRI), Samsung D’Light, as well as KRX (Korea Exchange). 
They also had an opportunity to visit the Kenyan Embassy in Seoul. 

According to many participants, although the visit was brief, the 
experience and lessons learnt were immense and transferable to Kenya. 
Most impressive lesson was Korean government’s commitment to 
development of infrastructure, technology and education which are key 
to innovations that have seen Korea become one of the fastest growing 
economies in the world. Douglas Owino, one of the KCK officials helped 
in facilitating their stay during that period.
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Despite the consternation and hand-wringing over travel 
advisories and other issues in the U.K., the U.S. and South 
Korea, China has continued ramping up commercial and 

diplomatic relations with Kenya uninterruptedly. 
Kitau appeared to have a personal stake in the travel warning, 

perhaps even more now on the eve of Kenya’s peak travel season. 
The Kenyan ambassador highlighted recent visits by Chinese Prime 
Minister Li Keqiang in May and United Nations General-Secretary 
Ban Ki-moon in June. 

In May, China’s Li was in Kenya with his wife to wrap up a battery 
of some 17 agreements, including a $4 billion railway deal that will 
link Mombasa (an area included in South Korea’s travel warning) on 
Kenya’s east coast with Nairobi. The rail line will then be expanded to 
include Uganda and Rwanda.

In June, Ban attended the United Nations Environmental Assembly 
forum, which took place from June 23 to 27 and was attended by 1,200 
participants from 160 delegations and 112 ministers from around the 
world. South Korean officials were in Kenya recently as well. Deputy 
Minister for Political Affairs Lee Kyung-soo attended the second 
bilateral Joint Economic Commission on July 9 and concluded three 
bilateral agreements, including a Framework Agreement on Grant 
Aid; Convention on the Avoidance of Double Taxation and Prevention 
of Fiscal Evasion; and Agreement for the Promotion and Protection of 
Investments.

Despite that dramatic incident and others more recently, diplomatic 

China, Korea active in Kenya despite travel advisory 

Two agreements which will further promote and protect 
investments between Kenya and Korea were signed during 
the visit to Kenya by Lee Kyung Soo, Deputy Minister for 

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea on 7th – 8th July, 2014. The 
Agreements were signed by Mr. Henry Rotich, Cabinet Secretary, 
Ministry of Finance. The two agreements are:
i. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kenya 
and the Government of the Republic of Korea on the Promotion and 
Protection of Investments 
ii. Convention between the Republic of Kenya and the Republic of 
Korea for the avoidance of double taxation and the prevention of fiscal 
evasion with respect to taxes on income 
A Joint Economic Forum between Kenya and Korea was also held on 
7th July, 2014, co-chaired by Dr. Engineer Karanja Kibicho, Principal 
Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade. The 
Economic Forum discussed several issues including market access for 
Kenyan products in Korea as well as investment, diaspora and security 
issues.

Kenya and Korea sign investment promotion agreements

Kenyan and Korean officials during the signing ceremony of the 
investment promotion deals on July 8th, 2014.

ties between Kenya and South Korea continue on an upward trajectory. 
Korea-Kenya ties are more than 50 years old, but Nairobi opened an 
embassy here for the first time in 2007. From then, it was Kitau who 
led his country’s more vigorous diplomatic engagement here.

In addition to a doubling of people-to-people exchanges, Korean Air 
started direct flights between Incheon International Airport and Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport in Nairobi, making three trips weekly.

President Uhuru Kenyatta (right) welcomes Chinese Premier Li Keqiang 
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I love to travel and I’ve been to Maasai Mara a few times, but there 
is always something that gives me so much peace and joy every 
time I visit the Mara. There’s something about the Mara that 
arouses a sense of calm, unlike the hustle of hectic Nairobi.

Last month, I had a few Koreans visiting Kenya and they wanted 
to visit the world famous Mara. None of them had ever been to 
Maasai Mara and since it was their last week in Kenya they wanted to 
tour before returning back to Korea. They wanted to experience the 
wildebeest migration, which is considered one of the Seven Wonders 
of the World.

It took us a few hours from Nairobi to Narok town, and then down 
the winding Mai-Mahiu road over-looking the Great Rift Valley. From 
Narok, we drove for a few more hours all the way across the scenic 
game from where we went up to the Oloololo Escarpment to the 
Lodge I had booked. I didn’t have many details, apart from praises of 
its unique bird’s eye view of the game reserve and easy access to the 
animals for a good game drive.

Sure enough, en route to the lodge, the area was teeming with 
wildlife, including elephants, hyenas, giraffes, wildebeest and others. 
We finally arrived at the Lodge and were greeted by a friendly staff 
member who helped us check in. We settled into our lovely suite. 

Later, we took a tour around the lodge to see what was on offer. 
Something took my breath away. At the back of the lodge was a big 
wooden verandah that acted as a view point to the great Mara plains 
below. Standing there felt like being on top of the world, the air was so 
fresh, crisp and still.

They even had one of those heavy-duty binoculars, in which you 
pop a coin to view the horizon for miles on end. After taking in the 
views, we popped into the hotels bar for some cold Tusker while we 
waited for dinner. An entertaining mix of zilizopendwa played in the 

background. Dinner arrived and the chef had rustled up a feast of 
kienyeji, beef steak, spinach and ugali.

At the crack of dawn, the friendly lodge staff packed us a hearty 
breakfast of pancakes, sausages, boiled eggs, sweet potatoes and 
watermelons, which we wolfed as we descended the escarpment back 
to Oloololo Gate at the game reserve.

It was interesting to have a KWS sniffer dog search our land cruiser 
for contraband, weapons and other trophy. After being cleared our 
tour guide took us for our morning game drive. Sure enough, we were 
soon alerted about a pride of lions resting after a morning hunt. We 
also got to see a shy leopard, as well as a heard of hippos.

Then we had first-hand experience of the Great Migration of the 
wildebeest, Thompson’s gazelles, zebras, and elands crossing the Mara 
River into Kenya from the Serengeti in Tanzania in search of greener 
pastures. As you can imagine, the crocodiles in the river were having 
a feast!

The Great Migration takes place between June to October.

Scenic Mara view and the wildebeest migration

By Hillary Kimuyu, 
Nairobi, Kenya



The life 
and times 
of our 
Outstanding 
diplomat

Briefly introduce yourself
My name is Kitau and I’m 54 years old. I’ve been in Korea for 
5 years now. I am married and we have three children, two of 

whom are in Nairobi and one lives with us here in Korea. My back 
ground is in the automobile industry. I started my career in the oil 
industry and moved to the automobile industry and then went into 
diplomacy. I was born Kitui, Kenya. That was in 1960 therefore I’m a 
little bit ahead of Kenya in term of when Kenya became independent 
(Kenya became independent in 1963). 

What was your childhood like?
It was not easy in those days. I remember vividly when I went to school 
in our hometown we were the first generation to go to what was then 
known as nursery school or kindergarten. At that time, grown up men 
with beards enrolled to nursery and I was not only the youngest but the 
smallest. I was forced to stay in kindergarten for three years because 
the opinion of many, I was still underage. I don’t regret because the 
experience laid a good foundation. For the next seven years I was able 
to maintain the 1st position three times a year. 

Where did you go to school and what did you major in? 
I went to Lenana School and I was there for six years. I did my ‘O’ 
levels like everybody else at the time. Then for my ‘A’ levels I did 
Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry. I later opted to join Kenyatta 
University for a Bachelor of Education in Science where I majored 
in Physics and Mathematics. From there I did several other trainings 
including, diploma in Sales, Business Administration, Marketing and 
MBA (although I did not do the thesis). After graduation, I probably 
took 20 other certificate courses in various fields, including Journalism. 
I’ve published more than 100 articles globally. 

As a young person did you always have dreams and aspirations of 
being a diplomat?
My dream was… I didn’t know what terminology to use but my dream 
was to make a difference for Kenya. Before becoming a diplomat, I 
was the Sales & Marketing Manager for East and Central Africa and I 
was able to do so much for so many countries, except Kenya. After my 
involvement in a high ranking meeting during India-Africa Summit I 
realized that I could contribute to my country. 

Introduction and early life
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What was the impetus for establishing a Chancery here?
Kenya started diplomatic relations with Korea way back on Feb 7, 1964 – that relationship was 
signed between the late Park Jong Hee and President Jomo Kenyatta but after signing that they 

agreed each can open an embassy or chancery in each other’s capital. Korea went ahead and did that but 
Kenya did not open a chancery here, they continued to oversee Korea from Japan until July 2007.
That is the time Kenya came with the ‘Look East Policy’ where Kenya felt that the experience and the 
knowledge in the East was closer to the needs of Kenya and Africa – which made a lot of sense because if you 
look at a country like Korea, they have seen absolute poverty like we have, they’ve crossed the bridge and they 
knew what works. 

I came in 2009 – as the first ambassador because of my background in business since Kenya moved on to 
Economic Diplomacy. We started looking at how tourism was progressing but there were some interruptions 
in our development in 2008. Well, after an assessment, we saw that Kenya-Korea relationship was not optimal. 
We discovered two 2 reasons why:

Firstly, there had not been senior-level interaction between Kenya and Korea. We initiated discussion and 
we got the Korean Prime Minister to visit Kenya in July 2012 and the Kenyan counterpart came to Korea 
in November, same year. Then things started picking up. Korea’s Speaker of the National Assembly went to 
Kenya and his counterpart come to Korea and a lot of things have taken place since then.

The second challenge facing the relationship was communication. It took us two years to convince Korean 
Air that it is safe and intelligent to fly to Kenya. When that was realized, a lot of things moved very quickly. 
Tourism rose from 4,000 to close to 10,000 arrivals a year. Trade also picked up momentum although it is 
heavily skewed. It’s almost one way but Kenya exports to Korea increased form 5.5 million to almost 30 
million last year. Then Korea’s investments to Kenya have tripled. In a nutshell, that’s the situation came out 
of establishing those two initiatives.

Ngovi Kitau as a diplomat

Jambo Kenya Korea 13

What we’ve done this far

Could you share a few milestones that the Kenyan embassy in the Republic of Korea has achieved during your 
leadership tenure?
 

In addition to that trade and tourism, we have signed three treaties that are most important to this relationship especially if we 
are going to take the relationship to the next level. As we speak, we have Ambassador Gathogo  Chege who is coming from Trade 
background with a lot of experience and in a time when we have singed the treaties. 

The first treaty is ‘Promotion and Protection of Investment.’  This is additional to the fact that Kenya has a constitution which 
guarantees investments; Kenya is a member of the Multilateral Investment Agency of the World Bank. In addition, Kenya is a 
member of the Committee on Trade Disputes, based in New York. We signed a bilateral – both at international level, Korean 
level and Kenyan level any investment by a Korean in Kenya or by a Kenyan in Korea is fully protected – and that’s a very, very 
important treaty. The second one, which is also significant, is ‘Avoidance of Double Taxation’ because that has been a challenge 
for investors. Where do you pay tax? Do you pay tax in Kenya or do you pay in Korea? In most cases, you ended up paying in both 
but that has been sorted out in this treaty. The third one is the ‘framework of grant aid’, as to how we’re going to work together 
in Official Development Aid, ODA. That has come at a very important time where we feel the Korean model of industrialization 
is crucial to Kenya. 

There are two important elements that need to be put in place. One, a master plan for industrialization at a national level. With 
that, we’ve requested $4 million to prepare the master plan and as I talk to you, it’s gone through KOICA level, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and it’s now at the Ministry of Strategy of Korea. On the Kenyan side, the Ministry of the Treasury has said it’s 
in order. As soon as we get the master plan for industrialization we have a framework/ pilot clusters – as we want to base that 
on Gumi, which is more like what we need. It’s a challenge but it’s manageable. We need about 2,000 acres of land to start that 
cluster – that’s about 8 kilometers square of land and that will be the pilot and I believe it’s going to work 

The second one is that we need institutions for shaping focus to Science & Technology. You know MIT in America, Korea’s 
equivalent is called KAIST (The Korean Institute for Science & Technology) - we have already made a proposal for KAIST 
Kenya and it will cost us $78 million to make it happen. We’ve had the 1st meeting in Kenya, the 2nd meeting has taken place 
in Korea, the third meeting will take place in Kenya and the completion time should be around February next year. I believe 
with KAIST in Kenya, knowledge sharing and knowledge transfer from Korea will be complete. Keep in mind that in this pilot 
for the Gumi complex we already have 100 Korean companies interested in investing in Kenya. We need somebody to produce 
personnel, human resources and that is why the timing of KAIST is very important. It has to move hand in hand with the pilot 
of industrialization. I just focused on the economic side.



What are the main challenges you faced as an Ambassador?

Life is about problem solving, so we’ll not focus on 
problems but on changing the challenges into opportunities, because 
that’s what really matters.  As I told you, I came from a private sector 
background and you are asking about issues of culture change. That 
has not been easy – it takes time for cultural change to occur.

What I want to tell you and I also mentioned to Ambassador Chege, 
is the principal of management. In the private sector especially we 
believed that “good people are found”. If you want capable people, you 
find them. “You don’t change them – you find them”. Meaning that if 
you want motivated people, you have to find them – you don’t motivate 
them. That has been the challenge and that’s why I’m happy with 
ambassador Chege because he has been found. I’m very comfortable 
that we will go to the next level. 
We’ve made a lot of ground in that area because it’s an issue of knowledge 
sharing. We do have Korean students in Kenya now. We signed an 
MOU between Korea Foundation and University of Nairobi, several 
universities in Korea with Kenyatta University and Jomo Kenyatta.  We 
also have an MOU with Korea University and Hanguk University so 
we do have Korean students in Kenya and Korean professors in Kenya 
all living together with their Kenyan counterparts and I believe that is 
the way to go.

On creating opportunities

Why I support KCK fraternity

You were passionate about working with and supporting 
Kenyans in Korea. What is your view of the Kenyan 
Community in Korea, KCK? 

I said that motivation has an intrinsic value, its indigenous, it comes 
from within. It comes from people who are committed to each other. 
People who desire to flourish and people who are able to cement their 
friendship – and that’s where KCK comes in.  

The commitment of KCK members to each other, the desire of KCK 
members to flourish and the ability of KCK members to strengthen 
themselves and I’d like to say that KCK has grown a lot compared 
to where I found it. KCK was more of a social club. There was no 
interaction between KCK and the Embassy  initially. It seemed hostile 
– no KCK member would sit where you are seated today. No KCK 
member would be discussing anything like this but that is history now. 

The association now runs very professionally with clear leadership 
structure. In addition, there is an effective communication channel 
among members across the cities. 

We have really moved forward. Today I see a KCK with members 
committed to support each other. I see a KCK where people want their 

friendship to flourish and I see a KCK where people want to be actively 
involved in cementing that friendship and with that we’ve seen KCK 
opening branches across Korea. 

I monitor the communications and it has been impressive in its 
frequency and impact. 

In fact I can see KCK, very soon, an association that is able to 
negotiate with a mayor or a governor – like other people do in Song-
buk-dong – you negotiate with the governor to allow you to use part 
of that road every Sunday to sell your products, sell your foodstuff or 
hold a cultural event. 

I think KCK has become very strong; you have very committed 
members. Having observed such a significant transformation, one 
cannot fail to be impressed and support whenever necessary.  I urge  
KCK to remain united, focused and professional it its undertakings. 
No doubt that you will all be successful.
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And now to my philosophy

Great leaders usually have unique driving force, or a set of 
priciples that guide them. Could you please share your 
philosophy?

I will answer that question in two ways – at a personal level and at a 
national level. At a personal level, I strongly believe in success. The 
question is what is success then? Success is embracing a worthwhile 
goal and employing all your powers for achieving that goal. Yes, I do 
have that goal.  At a national level, I strongly believe in trust-building 
because of the level of diversity of Kenya. I feel that is a lesson Kenya 
can learn from Korea. So when you look at what’s happening in Korea, 
which I think we can share – is that, they are basing their trust on 
Confucius. 

Confucius said that, without trust, there is no foundation for 
existence. If you look at that – let me use some commercial language, 
“why we need trust. What is trust for. Trust is an asset for cooperation 
and an indispensable element for prosperity. And you can look at cost 
as a social capital to eliminate the cost of mistrust and to promote 
efficiency – that’s from an economic point of view.

Let us look philosophically at what is Korea’s President Park 

Geun Hye’s trust politicking? The first politic of Park Geun Hye 
and her government is that they are aiming at coming up with an 
infrastructure of trust among the countries in North East Asia – to use 
that infrastructure to build high quality cooperation.

One in the trust-building process in the peninsular – you can equate 
that to what is happening in Kenya. Secondly, is the peace initiative 
and cooperative in North East Asia. Then, you already heard of the 
Eur-Asia initiative. It’s the same thing we are doing in Kenya. We are 
trying to get the country together – which we are doing very well in 
terms of nationalism, although the element patriotism is a big mission, 
but I think it’s doable. East African community integration. We’re 
working on a tripartite – the East African community, the COMESA 
and the SADDAC and we’re trying to make one continent – just as the 
Euro-Asia initiative at a continental level. So I feel that we can learn the 
lesson of trust from Korea. 
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“Everyone can 
rise above their 
circumstances and 
achieve success if 
they are dedicated to 
and passionate about 
what they do”
 - Nelson Mandela
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The curtains have finally drawn for one outstanding diplomat of repute and its “The 
best wishes on his next mission” is the befitting  sendoff that Kenyans in Korea  can 
extend to a man who was always available for us in the Korean diaspora at all times, 
and participated in all our events maximally. 

Amb.Ngovi Kitau worked for over five years in Seoul advancing Kenya’s foreign, trade and 
development interests in South Korea and the wider Far East after his posting as the first 
ever envoy from Kenya posted directly to Seoul. Throughout his tenure, Amb. Ngovi Kitau 
combined a sense of professionalism with a professed interest in encouraging and promoting 
education, trade and economic development. It was a welcome move since South Korean 
products were a household name in Kenya under the flagship of Samsung, Hyundai and LG 
while Kenyan coffee was amongst the most expensive brands in South Korea. Amb.Ngovi 
Kitau stands out as a dedicated public servant who believed strongly in the ability of sport to 
create diplomatic ties and partnerships for the benefit of Kenya and South Korea. He had a 
firm belief that structured partnerships would break down cultural and other barriers led him 
to combine both his passions – trade and diplomacy - in creative initiatives that so Korean 
Airlines make several weekly flights direct from Seoul to Nairobi. This increased the number 
of tourists from Korea visiting Kenya and also solidified partnerships on the manufacturing, 
heavy industry, automobile, electronic and other sectors.

The envoy was demure and full of conviction, with a soft spot for Kenyan students who 
are the majority of Kenyans in South Korea. During Amb. Kitau’s tenure, Kenyan students 
in Korea felt more secure, grew economically and more confident and many pursued higher 
degrees. In fact a good number have been absorbed in Korean companies and institutions as 
employees.What many Kenyans did not know is that Amb. Ngovi Kitau was an experienced 
business manager and polished journalist/writer. He is a person you can easily along with. 
He liked things kept simple and straight. This trait places him among those kind of Kenyans 
remain uncelebrated, but still humble and quiet - a ‘Tunajivunia kuwa na Ambassador kama 
yeye type”. 

At a dinner parties; many of which he hosted, Amb.Ngovi Kitau was usually the man of his 
people who lent an ear than one who was eager to speak and never discriminated. I found him 
disarmingly modest and mingled freely with people of all walks of life. In the many formal 
and informal meetings that we had together with Kenyans Amb. Ngovi Kitau always stressed 
dialogue and constructive engagement rather than confrontation. To express our thanks, KCK 
wishes to recognize and appreciate some of the important policy & development hallmarks 
which occurred during his tenure as the first Kenya’s Envoy to South Korea.  It is my sincere 
hope that as he leaves Korea all that Amb. Ngovi Kitau was interested in doing for Kenya and 
South Korea will see the light of day so that future relations between Kenya and South Korea 
can benefit generations to come.

    - By Oketch Aokoh, Kisumu, Kenya

Amb. Kitau: A friend and the 
diplomat we will all miss

Adieu Pioneer 
Ngovi Kitau 

Your Excellency Sir, I address you as 
the pioneer Ambassador. For those 
of us who have been in Korean for 

over a decade can attest to the fact that you 
have achieved what many African embassies 
stationed here have not been able to do for 
decades. Pioneers are usually credited with 
laying the foundation stone. Not many stay 
around to see the successes of their initiatives. 
And those who do often achieve little in a 
record short time. You have been quite a 
unique pioneer. The list of your achievements 
is long. The space in this publication is not 
enough to list them all. 

I salute you in appreciation for your personal 
effort in building cohesion among Kenyans 
living in Korea. Beyond our community, 
you have personally coordinated various 
gatherings that brought people of different 
nations together. 

We will miss your generous bold smile 
during Annual General Meetings and all other 
Kenyans’ gatherings. On behalf of Kenyans 
living in Gwangj, I say a special thank you. 
Last year when we lost one of our brothers, 
you personally coordinated transportation of 
his remains even though you were far away in 
Kenya. You also have personally visited us here 
to help our friends with their private business 
plans. 

It is true that you could not solve all our 
problems but we know that you did all that was 
possible. Whenever we pick up Korea Times or 
Korea Herald we will remember your articles 
about investment in Kenya, and other Korea - 
Africa affairs.  

A visit to any E-mart branch in Korea will 
also always bring back pioneer Kitau days. 
Those vividly labeled Othaya AAA Kenya 
coffee packs will be synonymous with your 
tenure here.

Lastly, whenever we see news about a 
friend flying back home by Korean Airlines or 
whenever we board, we will always remember 
that it was during your duty here that this 
particular Korean national carrier started its 
first direct flights to Africa.

As you proceed to your next duty, we thank 
you sincerely and pray that you and your family 
be blessed with good health and happiness. We 
will miss you dearly. 

     - By Mullah James, Gwangju, South Korea
Jambo Kenya Korea 18



You will be returning to Kenya in October, what are your plans for 
the future?

I have an initiative that would be meaningful to KCK, to the Ambassador 
here and to Kenyans. I intend to start a Korean village in Kenya under the 
banner of “Kenya-Korean village”. I intend to pick what is good of Korea, 
pick what is good of Kenya - that is economic, political and social. 

So there is a heavy focus on culture where I would like to see the good 
aspects of Korean culture – because Korea has a very strong family structure 
and a high respect for education. I want to have such a cultural blend, 
the people behind the development of both countries – maybe put their 
statements there; Park Jong Hee, President Jomo Kenyatta, and the follow 
up like President Park Geun Hye, President Uhuru Kenyatta and so on.

I also would like to introduce Korean food to Kenya. I want to introduce 
the Korean bed the kitchen style– all the way to a radio station, a TV station 
– and make the Kenyan-Korean village a clearing house so that any Kenyan 
who wants to know about Korea can go there and find everything. Any 
Korean who wants to know about Kenya can go there and I feel there are 
several business opportunities for KCK because we’re going to have Saemaul 
Undong Academy and we have Kenyans who have undergone that training 
so they can help out. We are going to have Korean lessons and Swahili 
lessons as well. That way, KCK would become very important. 

What next for Balozi?

Amb. Kitau is one of  the humblest   leaders I have ever met. He interacts 
freely with people at all levels. Whenever he met Kenyan students, Amb. 
Ngovi Kitau challenges them to remain focused in whatever they do. I was 
particularly impressed the way Amb. Kitau always updates every Kenyan 
group about the status of  Kenya-Korea bilateral relations. I wish him well in 
his next venture. God bless you sir! 
- Joy Mworia, Student, Pukyeong Nat. University, Busan

I say welcome back to Kenya Bw. Balozi na tuendelee kujijenga huku pia. Your 
tenure in Korea might be over but a mightier and a long term is beginning 
here at home. I was and still proud of  you sir, especially for your exemplary 
service to us Kenyans in Korea. We’ll be more than happy having you join us 
build Kenya. Your experience and contacts are precious assets
- Mark C. Rotich, Sales Mgr, Ceragem East & Middle Africa, Nairobi

In Amb. Kitau I saw a potent combination of  inspiration and character. An 
outstanding quality of  leadership that went out of  its “status” to boost 
the self-esteem of  many Kenyans he interacted with during informal and 
formal gatherings. What my team accomplished as KCK leaders two years 
ago emanated from Amb. Kitau’s motivation. Sir, you taught me Henry Ford’s 
principle, “Don’t find fault, find a remedy.” God bless you. 
- Benson Kamary, Asst. Professor, Tongmyong Univ., Busan

“Don’t be dismayed by 
good-byes. A farewell 
is necessary before you 
can meet again, after 
moments or lifetimes, 
is certain for those who 
are friends.”
 - Richard Bach

Quote n’ unquote
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I had a unique opportunity to attend and participate in the 9th Annual eLearning 
Africa Conference that brought together 1400 participants from 68 countries from 
all over the world with different skills and levels of expertise. There were also over 40 
exhibitors dealing with various ICT related products. 

This conference and all its activities provided an excellent formal and informal 
opportunity to meet many stakeholders in the African eLearning and education sector and 
I managed to establish useful networks with them that I intend to keep alive. It expanded 
my horizons and knowledge in ICT for education, ICT supported education platforms and 
resourceful ICT training professionals from Africa and all over the world. I also learnt about 
the development cross-industry initiatives and partnerships.

The conference showcased many forms of technology-enhanced learning platforms, 
discussed challenges and solutions in plenary sessions and small group theme oriented 
sessions that started from 8:30am to 8 pm every day. Amongst the delegates I interacted with 
were high-level policy and decision makers and practitioners from education, business and 
government and eLearning adoption and innovation specialists who were keen to listen to 
practical eLearning implementers like me. This very well attended conference provided me 
many opportunities in which I freely mixed and shared my experiences on the ground, new 
and old ideas, new information and perspectives on ICT and education related programs 
with delegates from all over Africa. Many delegates were interested in our project despite the 
presence of Worldreader who also presented a paper. They were one amongst the numerous 
content providers present and had no statistics to show what impact they had achieved apart 
from availing cheaper digital reading content to many students and communities across 
Africa.

I also attended workshops conducted by leading eLearning practitioners on interactive 
teaching and was very impressed at the wide variety of learning material out there. Of 
particular interest was how the Zambian and South African systems who have developed all 
their teaching and learning materials into interactive platform available free of charge on the 
net. When I visited the exhibitions and demonstrations by leading international eLearning 
manufacturers, suppliers and service providers present their latest products and services; 
I saw that there are many other forums and platforms that are now providing interactive 
learning resources at a cheap cost. The initial capital required for setup was the prohibitive 
factor. I was particularly interested in sessions where ICT for pedagogy was tackled. Some 
sessions tried to explore provision of literacy and numeracy skills to the under privileged 
through ICT using Tablets. 

Some of the lessons learnt include: interactive teaching and Learning skills and tools; why 
ICT for administrative purposes; teaching and integrated learning; teachers are the greatest 
change agents; T-Pack for successful ICT programs there must be interplay of Content, 
Knowledge, Technology, Pedagogy and Community; ICT can impact and improve on the 
quality and quantity of education and promote access and equality in education; ICT can 
make education more efficient and productive engendering a variety of tools to enhance 
teachers’ professional activities. Teachers and students can interact beyond memorization in 
search of knowledge and interact with other teachers; ICT in Africa is not an option but a 
necessity. There is a challenge to provide cheaper sustainable eLearning & mLearning content 
& solutions in Africa; I also learnt that no study all over the world has exactly co-related the 
effects of use of technology in education to achievement in education. ICT remains a tool to 
assist in teaching and learning in schools.

I intend to run a scaled down training & awareness workshop that will pass on the 
knowledge learnt to the teachers & pupils I interact with. I have several CD’s and materials 
I collected for use. I will also pursue various networking links that I established to help our 
project move forward, especially with ekitabu, OER4Schools, SmartUr .com, Teachers Media 
International, African Storybook.org, Virtual University of Uganda, and many others. With 
increased know-how I plan to revise the working/implementation strategy of my operations 
in view of the experiences learnt from others in Africa in an effort to enable our project in 
Kenya explore other technology based learning platforms. This was a great conference and 
I would like to thank OCI Ouko Community Initiatives for facilitating me to attend the 
conference.

Conference 
on I.C.T. for 
Development, 
Education and 
Training held in 
Uganda

Oketch Aokoh, Project Manager, 
Ouko Community Initiatives, Kenya 

DEVELOPMENT



Jambo Kenya Korea 21

Tell us about yourself: My name is Omangi Trevor. I am 
the firstborn in a family of five. I am currently pursuing 
my undergraduate studies in Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering at Seoul National University (SNU).  I love 

sports and I am an aggressive defender in our university’s field hockey 
team.  I also sing bass at our local church. In summary, I am a ‘lover 
of life’ - I try to challenge myself by engaging in different activities. I 
believe that is the only way one can realize his/her full potential.  

SNU is Korea’s top University. What do you think it takes to be 
accepted into SNU? Contrary to conventional beliefs, I believe that 
the university ranking system is unnecessary. Someone once said 
that education is what other people do to you, but learning is what 
you do to yourself. I believe that you do not have to join the ‘best 
universities’ to make a significant achievement in your academic 
journey. Anyway, I applied to Seoul National University through the 
Korean Government Scholarship Program ( KGSP). It is fairly easy 
to gain entrance to Seoul National University and I urge all aspiring 
Kenyan students to apply. The university offers a lot of scholarships 
and financial aid packages. 

You are currently publishing a book in Korean. What’s it about? 
We are publishing a book on Swahili languange in partnership with  a 
language center called ECK Education (ECK stands for ‘Empowering 
Communication and Knowledge’). I use the plural form ‘we’ because 
even though I am recognized as the official author, there are many 
people behind the stage who are making this venture to be possible. 
The book is a friendly Swahili book for beginners in the language. The 
design is already done and we expect the book to be out in a month. 
The best part of this project is that there will be a video accompanying 
the book which will be posted on ECK Education’s website. This 
means that if you have a Korean friend who wants to learn Swahili 
but does not have access to a teacher, he/she can just buy our book and 
watch our online classes which will be offered in Korean! 

What is the biggest challenge for Koreans studying Swahili: The 
biggest challenge is understanding the noun classification system, 
‘Ngeli’. As you know, the parts of speech vary according to the class 
of the subject. Unfortunately, most nouns are not classified using a 
specific formula.  In my book, I try to tackle ‘Ngeli’ like a builder 

building a mansion but have to start from a simple foundation. First, I 
give them a table of ‘Ngeli’ and try to let them identify if there is are any 
similarities among the nouns grouped in the same category. Second, 
I offer a simple but detailed explanation of the noun classification 
system. I try as much as possible to avoid irregular nouns.
 Have you ever heard of some students who have studied a language 
for years but can barely speak it? I have included a lot of short 
daily conversations so as to help the reader practice using actual 
conversations. I have gone to the extent of pointing out the common 
differences between the Swahili spoken in Tanzania and that spoken in 
Kenya. We are also targeting those students who are studying Swahili 
by themselves so we included a lot of explanations and pictorial 
illustrations. 

Where can readers buy the book? You can buy the book by visiting 
ECK Education’s website or by contacting me via email. My email 
is trevormokaya@gmail.com. Please share this wonderful news with 
all your friends who want to learn about Swahili and African Culture.  

What is the best way to learn Korean according to you? Most 
people don’t realize that learning a new language is like trying to 
form an intimate relationship. What I mean is that learning a new 
language is like making a new boyfriend or girlfriend- it takes a lot 
of personal effort and exposure. You must spend time practicing the 
new language and you should not be afraid of making mistakes. The 
more time you spend time trying to practice a new language, the more 
eloquent you become. In addition, you must find ways of enjoying the 
learning process. For instance, you love Korean music, go to karaoke 
and practice singing some Korean songs! 

Finally, what drives you? People inspire me.  In my room, there is 
a small sticky note with the words ‘Who are you not to be? ’ neatly 
written on it. This is an excerpt from the famous quote by Marianne 
Williamson. I have witnessed people conquer the odds and achieve 
great things. All these people inspire me.  I also obtain a lot of strength 
from my spiritual life – it is the fuel that keeps me going. 

Trevor Omangi
Seoul Nat. University

Engineering 
Pathways 
into Swahili
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Kindly give us a brief introduction of yourself. I was born 
and raised in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.  I came to Korea for 
the 1st time in 2010 for my MBA course at Seoul National 
University. I am currently working for Samsung Electronics 

in the Regional Product group department, in charge of East Africa 
market. I live here with my family – my wife and my son. I am a positive 
person, a man of big dreams.  I have a funny, yet serious personality. I 
believe in success. I believe in Africa. I believe in Tanzania.

When was the Tanzanian Association (TANROK) formally launched?  
Tanzanians have been living in Korea for quite some time but without 
a formal organization. Eventually in 2012, the decision was made to 
formalize the association. I am honored to be the 3rd Chairman since the 
formalization of TANROK.

What would you like to achieve in your term as the Chairman of the 
Tanzanian Community? My main target is to ensure that TANROK gets 
stronger, united, and respected. I want to use the opportunity to promote 
Tanzania as a destination of tourism and investments to Koreans. I also 
want Tanzanians to interact with other nationals through sports and 
other activities.

Seeing your many collaborations with the Kenyan Community 
recently, what is your vision for the East African Community here in 
Korea? Sisi wana East Africa sote ni wamoja. We have a lot of things in 
common between Tanzanians and Kenyans such as language (Swahili), 
culture (Maasai), food (Sukumawiki), music (our Diamond), artist (Our 
Lupita Nyongo), tourism (Our Serengeti-Masai Mara). Therefore it was 
only natural that we finally connect here in Korea. I am very optimistic 
about our East African Community in Korea. It is my hope that we will 
expand the horizon to include other East African countries as well such 
as Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi (and maybe our distant cousins in 
Ethiopia and South Sudan)

What are your views on the ever growing relations between Tanzania, 
East Africa and Korea? For now, Koreans don’t fully understand Africa 
(most think it is a country rather than a continent), but I think they are 
starting to learn and to appreciate Africa. As they start to understand 
about Africa, they will eventually understand that one place in Africa that 
has a lot of economic potential and the best destination for tourism is East 
Africa. I believe it is just a matter of time for the bonds between Korea 
and East Africa to get stronger. Korea needs East Africa, and East Africa 
needs Korea.

What do you think Africans who live in Korea can learn from Koreans? 
The success story of Korean transformation from abject poverty to 
prosperity within a short period is one of the most admired stories. 
Africans who life in Korea have a great opportunity to learn it first hand. 
By interacting with Koreans in education and in the work environment, 
Africans can get the “secret to success” and utilize it back home to develop 

their nations.

What can Koreans learn from Africans?
Despite being poor economically, I think Africans are richer than 
Koreans in social life. African societies are usually warm, full of love and 
happiness despite the economic hardships. Koreans on the contrary aren’t 
as happy as they should be. Their economic development sometimes acts 
as a burden as the society puts too much pressure on its members to excel. 
I think the lesson Koreans can learn from Africans is to “take life easy” a 
little bit and appreciate every moment - to be happy.

What was the best moment of your life? I have had a lot of good 
moments in my life – such as when I first met my beautiful wife, when 
I see my son growing up in height and wisdom, when I got news of my 
acceptance for employment at Samsung HQ, and when I sit at home and 
enjoy the tasty pilau cooked by my wife. However, with what I intend to 
achieve in my life, I believe that the best moment in my life is yet to come. 
That is the spirit that keeps me going.

Have you been to Kenya? What did you like and dislike most? I had a 
chance to work in Nairobi for a few months in 2012 where I was working 
in Samsung office there. After that I have had a chance to visit Nairobi 
few times on business trips. I think Nairobi has the best weather in the 
world. I enjoyed the nightlife too. Pace of life is very fast hence good for 
business. My Kenyan friends made fun of me whenever I said “Naomba” 
to the shopkeeper instead of “Nipatie”. I realized in Nairobi sometimes 
you get credit for being rude and it’s totally different from Dar es Salaam. 
I am saddened by the recent terrorism activities there that are 
threatening peace in the region.  

Five Minutes with Cheryl Wanderi
Cherly caught up with the leader of Tanzanian community in Korea for an exciting five minute interview. 
KCK is passionate about East Africa integration and therefore unveils Rayton Kwembe. Read on...
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Kindly introduce yourself: My name is Adelide Kamanthe. I am 
a Kenyan living and working in Korea. I went to university in 
Korea for my undergraduate at the Ewha Womans University 

and my masters at the KDI School. After graduating, I worked at 
KOTRA, Nairobi office, which has also served as the commercial section 
of the Korean embassy for 2 years. Then I moved back to Korea about a 
year ago and have since been working for Korean NGO that is involved 
with international students support.

What is the greatest challenge working in Korea? There are many 
challenges working in Korea but the one that stands out for me is 
the struggle to maintain a sense of independence and individuality 
and remain “Kenyan”. It’s quite a challenge to keep your individuality 
especially as a foreigner in a conservative country.

 
You’re involved in a TV show depicting foreigners’ life in Korea. Yes. 
The show is called “ibangin” (stranger) and depicts the life of foreigners 
in Korea. There’s a pilot two other foreigners on the show as well. I was 
picked out to be on the show to depict the working life of a foreigner 
in Korea. The show touches on challenges I encounter with language, 
race and just daily office work. I work for an NGO and although it has 
a global outreach, I am the only foreigner among about 30 Koreans. All 
my colleagues are Korean. The show also delves into what I do outside of 
work for fun and with friends.

Tell us about your blog? My blog is mostly about fashion. I started my 
blog for a variety of reasons. I have always been interested in fashion 

and so I started it as a hobby. 
Also through talking with 
my Korean friends I realized 
that many Koreans are quite 
curious about what I wear as a 
foreigner living in Seoul , where I 
shop and how much it costs. I 
also realized that many foreigners 
end up giving up on fashion in 
Korea as they find it too complex 
and expensive, but most of what I 
wear is not so pricey so I wanted 
to share that with others. Also 
whenever I go to Kenya a lot of my 
friends seem interested in what I 
wear so I also wanted to share 
that. 

What are the blog aims? I hope the blog grows to represent a meeting 
point for Kenyan and Korean fashion. I hope through the blog Kenyans 
can learn more about Korean fashion and I can also introduce Kenyan 
fashion to Koreans. That is why I blog in both Korean and English. Both 
countries know very little about each other’s fashion style and I hope the 
blog will become a platform for such exchange. Many people have blogs 
nowadays and I felt that I have something a little bit different to say. A 
blog about a black girls fashion journey in Korea sounded cool.  Check it 
out: www.addiva85.wordpress.com

Who is Dorothy? I am an accounting lecturer, with ten years of 
working experience as well as five years of teaching experience. 

I love making a difference in my students’ lives through mentoring. I 
studied Accounting and Finance at Daystar University, Kenya. Currently, 
I am pursuing a Ph.D. in the same field at Hannam University. I am 
married and blessed with two children. I love sharing my life’s journey.

A Ph.D. student, an author, a mother and a wife. How do you juggle 
between all these? First, I must confess that it has not been an easy 
road. However, due to the life struggles I‘ve been through and the 
desire to make a difference in my community as well as in my country; 
I purposed to be the best representation of which God wanted me to be. 
Marilyn Carlson Nelson in her book, How We Lead Matters: Reflection 
on a Life of Leadership, says, “If you look at each stage of your life as 
an opportunity to make a difference, your effectiveness will increase, 
your reputation will grow and extraordinary possibilities will present 
themselves. In the end, you weren’t really dreaming about titles or 
position or even about being a wife/mother. Rather you were dreaming 
about having the life that would complete you.”

What inspired you to write the book? The book I wrote is called 
“Exceeding Abundantly.” Actually, this was not my idea from the 
beginning. It all took an inspiration from God.  God has done so 
much with my life and I need to share of His goodness. This book 
uses a roller coaster as an apt metaphor for life. This is because life 
seems to be overtaken by the bad situation over the good. Since the 
youth comprises of half of the world’s population and somehow they 
seem to evade confrontations regarding the path they are taking or 

will take. They postpone to answer 
and face pressing issues in their 
lives for later - pursuing a career; 
getting married; raising children; 
studying; even how to face death 
of a loved one. These become but 
questions that have great weights. 
Instead of becoming fearful and 
gamble as much as possible on 
when and how, this book is a 
stepping stone to what lies ahead. 

Did you ever experience writer’s 
block? Yes! At the beginning as I 
was wondering how to go about it. 

How much is the book and how can we get it? You can buy the book 
from Amazon.com at a cost of $3.99 as an E-book or you can get it as 
a soft or hard copy at Singapore Dollar 14. I can also provide copies to 
anyone interested. 

You are currently building a church in your hometown, why? In 
a way, I thought of how I can be able to give back to my society. The 
first proceeds of this book were all directed to a Mission to Thailand 
organized by my Korean church. Next, I used the funds to help my 
church upcountry in their building construction that is underway as we 
speak. I hope to keep the work on course. This is because the intelligent 
rights belongs to God. 

Adelide: Tv show presenter and blog writer

Dorothy: Doctorate student and an author



Jambo Kenya Korea 24

They call them players. These young men who never settle in 
relationships. These annoying remains of male species who 
think they are God’s gifts to women. These pieces of a gene that 
should never be salvaged. Yes, this very unwelcome scoundrels 
in the peaceful lives of women. They like soda, fresh milk, and 

clamber all at once. They eat their beef, pork, chicken, and fish in a meal. 
They say man cannot live on bread alone, as if they are Jesus.

Aha, these wanna-be saviours are what I adore in the men I want to date. 
I love them a bit too much. I burn and hunger and cry for them. This, right 
here, is my relationship jackpot. I detest the straight, church-going, morally 
upright, nonalcoholic bla bla blas. They are as boring as the term boring 
suggests. Every single day of my life, I am constantly looking for a man who 
intends to lie to me, to play me, annoy me with his playing habits. 

I want a man who will throw me up the roof and let me fall down on my 
own, yes this man who will make me think about suicide and I will live to 
tell my story of attempted suicide. Not because I was diagnosed with cancer, 
but that something as a ‘man’ left me. Give me this man who intends to rip 
my southern treasure mine and leave it like a dumpsite. Give me this man. 
This, here, is my ideal knight in shining armor. I go crazy in search for this 
lustrous package. I have been looking all over in vain. Or will I die dream 
unfulfilled? Or...Perhaps, my bad boy is yet to be born. I will wait, I am 
patient.

Sometimes, we are very dishonest about the things we really want and the 
choices we make in life. Women, let’s talk. When you start a relationship, you 
know what to expect. You know his moves, you know his wit, and you can 
tell what he has in store for you. You see it coming. Unfortunately, we want 
to believe that the rosary, sacrifice to the ancestors or time would change 
him. Truth be told, it is just what we wish. Keep on wishing girl. The Bad 
boy never changes. He can only die, if that is change too. Death has a way of 
humbling everything. Don’t I just hate that. Moving on, let’s talk bad boys.

I like my Fridays. I prefer my short dress, hoops and my Prada scent. And 
also adore my expensive wig, bought nails and bought eyelashes (fake is such 
a wrong word). Nothing that sits on my face can ever be fake. This Friday, as 
I sip my Tequila, I notice one of them pass by, not once, not twice, not thrice. 
After he makes a few idle rounds, I know it is time to involuntarily arc my 
back, I twitch my hips a little to the right, then to the left. Guy swallows a big 
lusty wishful bunch of saliva. I intend to choke him. I want to roll my eyes or 
put on that drowsy inviting look. I want to rub the back of my hand across 
these very endearing Cup B ‘dashboard’. I want to....but I am too angry. He 
is too weak, he can’t stand my seduction, he can’t even say no, he cannot 
resist me. I detest his weakness. I hate that I can manipulate his now flaming 
energy. 

Players should make me feel cheated! I notice when he whispers to his 
friend’s ear. He probably said “That chic is hot” or “Let’s bet. I will lay 

her tonight.” I know it already. I give no damn about what he might have 
said, I know he is not a player. He is one of the many losers. And an ugly 
looking one for that case. Now that is a spoiler to me. My playboy has to be 
extremely handsome. Actually, that is the proper way. Let the “others” be 
tamed at home, where they belong. 

Playing is a game for those with looks. I want this guy who will possess my 
mind, I want him to take away my nights with his image, to kill my appetite 
with his well-built body.  

How else would I impress my girlfriends in our next gossip date? We like 
to discuss real serious stuff like good looking men and how to trap them and 
make the best of the moment. During our last business date, Lisa mentioned 
of a trap she was laying on a certain married jamaa from Arab land. It was 
rather out of our league but he was said to have a height, a look, and a wallet 
to grease it all. Haa, talk of diverse expertise!

I want my player man to charm me with designer cologne, trendy 
wardrobe, and a serious ride. A real player knows how to pamper you. This 
bad boy will cook for you, take you out for shopping, compliment your new 
hairdo, lie to you that you lost some weight, do laundry and any other thing 
you want, no testosterone issues. Purely a well done act. He will give you the 
world for as long as the scene lasts. He is a passing wind (I like to be passed 
by). I also know that someday, I will be dumped royally. I am prepared. I had 
a dream come true too anyway.

Players have the game right on their fingertips and know the exact button 
to press, buttons that make you sing along to imaginary “By the Rivers of 
Babylons” and Les Wanyika’s “Sina Makosas” in a voice distorted and in a 
disorganized random order. Oh how I love scripts. Life is too stifling with 
all these Laws and calls for morality. Give me a script. Playboy will grant 
you exactly this, free of charge. We love them lying…and we ‘bust’ them, we 
love them making us feel insecure, we want activity…break a glass or two, 
scratch another woman’s face, create a scene in his work place. We actually 
doubt our intelligence when our men seem flawless. They make us feel as 
though they play it smarter than our game’s strategy.

Now you know why I am still waiting for the day my heartbreaker is 
knocking at my door. I will wait, with bated breath. Some things can only be 
dream come true. I am more than prepared for the day he will find me and 
the day he will blow me off.  When the ditching day comes, I will gladly say 
‘I have fought the fight, I have run the race, I have kept the faith’ then hand 
him over to another woman (sorry other woman.) My tenure has expired. 
After all, my Mama taught me that it is kind to give out my old toys to those 
who need it! I can’t wait for the day of emotional misery already.

Maybe, just maybe, it will be right in time to go after his Dad and when 
Mr. Play Boy comes back home, I get out of his Papa’s bedroom, call out his 
name loud then say “your dad says empty the garbage bin.” Shame on you, 
playboy!

By Dianne Rop, Daegu, Korea

Bring it on 
Mr. Play Boy!
In the world of fiction satire
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Alas! Its Friday again
As usual for many come sun or rain

It will be less and less gain
Whilst trying to go with the choms and gravy 

train
Holding the bottles up and down without 

strain
Alas!! It’s a Friday again,

Obliviously looking plain,
My talk all in vain,

They say it’s all in my brain,
For the good and bad falls the rain,

 I rest my case, and plead to God to bless,
 This night of uncertainty, and bring us to 

reality,
 I head to church, my bible I clutch.

Its Friday again, 
Need I even strain? 

My energy this week’s work has drained,
Its Friday it will rain!

Friday!
A guy stuck his head into a barbershop and asked, 

‘How long before I can get a haircut?The barber 
looked around the shop full of customers and 

said,
‘About 2 hours.’The guy left.

A few days later, the same guy....
‘How long before I can get a haircut?’The barber 

looked around at the shop and said, ‘About 3 
hours.’The guy left. A week later, the same guy 

stuck his head in the shop and asked, ‘How long 
before I can get a haircut?The barber looked 

around the shop and said, ‘About an hour and a 
half .The guy left.The barber turned to his friend 

and said, ‘Hey, Bob, do me a favor , follow him and 
see where he goes. He keeps asking how long he 

has to wait for a haircut, but he never comes back. 
‘A little while later, Bob returned to the shop, 

laughing hysterically. The barber asked, ‘So, where 
does he go when he leaves?’Bob looked up, wiped 

the tears from his eyes and said, ‘Your house!’

Humour

Just for Laughs

If ever any happiness I did feel
That I desire, it is at the thought of your love,

Let the image of your soothing soul rest upon my heart
On a better hemisphere- firmly!

Before I extinguish this glowing speck of pleasure, let me sigh,
Put elbows on the table, in turn, dissected self.

Your name;
A prevailing echo in my solitude,

For tearful benedictions flood my soul,
Survey every part of me

And you will still find your picture in me,
As I gaze at the hills all black with foliage:

Revive my hope
Fill my hive with honey
Teach me cupid’s tricks

Lead me in singing endless tunes with fairies.

My pain, the wall separating us;
Sad tears over flood my ground

Almost drowning me,
My cries and shouts have cracked walls.

Your love gave fuel to my fire,
You will always be my favorite one-

The one to return to.

Love Long Lost
By Achieng’ Em

By Oketch Aokoh



I’ve had long hair for as long as I can remember. As a matter of fact, growing up, kids 
used to tease me by calling me ‘Shikoh the Somali’ as I had very curly, dark and 
long hair. But I’ve never been able to retain lengthy hair mainly because I’ve never 
worked at it.  I guess I’m those people Paul Coelho referred to in his book, “The 
Alchemist”, that are fearful of getting something we’ve always wanted (consciously 

or subconsciously), as we always want to have something to look forward to.  That all 
changed when I went for a trim and my hairdresser decided to get scissor-happy. So I 
went looking for answers on how to grow hair fast and retain length. 

Use oils in your hair: Because it takes such a long time for your hair’s natural oils to 
travel to the ends of your strands, infuse your hair with oils to supplement those your 
scalp produces. Also, make sure to oil the tips of your hair as this is your oldest hair and 
needs extra care as it’s very fragile and prone to split ends hence hair loss.

I oil my hair twice DAILY. In the morning and evening. For this I have incorporated 
my very pleasant-smelling Amla oil and safflower oil. Safflower oil contains vitamin E 
that is essential for hair growth. When I bought the safflower oil, I was actually looking 
for SUNFLOWER oil for oil pulling, which I will tell you about soon, so when I got stuck 
with safflower, I went on the prowl for ways to use it other than cooking and it’s the best 
thing I got this year. 

Massage your scalp daily: Nothing is bound to promote hair growth as a stimulating 
scalp massage! And ladies, you don’t have to go to your cute male hairdresser for this. 
You can do it alone for a few minutes every day. As I oil my hair every morning and 
evening, I massage my scalp for 4-5 minutes and I can brag of the fact that my hair is on 
STEROIDS! I have hair growing on my forehead! (dramatics)... I use my BB castor oil 
which is amazing! It leaves my hair super conditioned! I also apply it on wet hair after 
my weekly wash. 

Wash and condition your hair once a week: This by far is the best advice I can give 
anyone looking to grow hair longer. Before I shampoo or even wet my hair, I apply apple 
cider vinegar to it and rub it all over my hair and scalp to help remove the buildup. When 
you have a lot of build up shampoos tend to be ineffective so my go-to remedy is ACV. 
Amazing results! It can be a bit harsh and pungent so I recommend you mix it with a bit 
of water. After washing it off I shampoo, condition, leave the conditioner in for about five 
minutes then rinse. This is followed by a deep conditioner then I leave it in for half an 
hour or an hour depending on whether I have enough time. I then rinse it off and apply 
my leave-in treatment.

Keep away from heat: I air-dry my hair. Excessive use of heat to dry or style is known 
to weaken it and damage it and cause a lot of damage to it. When you deep condition 
and apply oils to wet hair, you don’t have to worry about the ends being frizzy as the 
combination leaves the hair very well conditioned and tangle free. I then part my hair 
into four sections and loosely braid. I keep this on all night and have dry hair by morning.

Trim your hair often: I think this is the one thing that I tend to over-do. If you want to 
retain length, then this, you have to do after every couple of months as split-ends hinder 
and slow hair growth. 

Bun as often as possible: What this does is protect your ends against friction that 
causes breakage. The above are just to name but a few. I’m trying not to go to the extremes 
as I’ve seen and read about other people doing like:- Using the inversion method, which 
is basically bending your head and have blood flow to your head to stimulate your roots 
for hair growth. Some people do it until they get dizzy which is about five minutes tops. 
Taking hair growth supplements... I would rather eat healthy than take drugs to aid in 
hair growth.

The green house effect which is wrapping your hair in a plastic bag then a scarf over the 
plastic bag and another scarf over the other scarf.... sigh! And this should be done every 
often. How it works is by retaining moisture, just like in a green house, hence promoting 
faster growth. Hmmm.

Eat healthy: What I do religiously though is juice greens and fruits every morning. 
Anything I can get my hands on really. I’ll write about that soon as well. Exercise 
regularly. This increases blood circulation in certain sections of the body including the 
scalp. Increased blood circulation may allow for more nutrients to reach the follicles. The 
more they are fed the more they flourish. Drink lots of water. Water carries necessary 
nutrients to various parts of the body including the follicles. Without properly hydrating 
your body, it’s close to impossible to reach optimal hair growth. So eat that melon people! 
Personally, water is my best friend. I drink so much water my colleagues keep joking that 
it all goes to my rear as, most of you who know me, know that I am blessed in that area! 

Hey Black 
Beauty, 
wanna long 
hair fast?

By Wanjiku Kariuki
Guest Writer, Fashion 
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Goodmorning Sweetie^^
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There will be days I will crave for your mere touch, 
There will be days I will cringe from your touch, 
There will be days I will seek you from the crowd, 
There will be days your presence to me will be a crowd, 
There will be a time your sight will be my light, 
There will be a time your sight will bring fright, 
There will be days I say; 
But they are yet to come.
There will be days, days I will be engulfed by your warmth 
Days I will be tickled by your breath, 
Days I will be inspired by you, 
Days I will not despair because of you. 
Yet there will be days I will be disgusted by your sprays scent, 
Days I will be put off by the bad breath and your accent, 
Days you will be the cause of my despair, 
Days you will dismantle my self esteem without repair, 
There will be days I say; 
But they are yet to come.
There will be days when we together shall face all, 
There will be days when we united will be mortal 
When bogged down by the burdens we will at them smile; 
when my world will be shifted by a mere smile on your face 
for a while 
But there will be days you will tumble my world with a single 
word 
when your stare will cut me to pieces like a sword, 
There will be days I say; 
But they are yet to come.
These are the days that you I must admire, 
Days that your desires I must sire, 
Days that I must carry on this fire, 
Days that I must be consumed by your affection’s ire 
Day’s I must bear your love’s poured to the wire. 
I must love you with all my heart, 
I must dispel your hurt and adore you in my heart 
For this day is here; 
Lets embrace each other before the day clears!

By Maxwell Oloo

THERE WILL BE DAYS

Among the things I’ve learned as an African girl, a Kenyan girl 
is that an African lady is a beautiful lady. A living star whose 
light would outshine all celestial stars. Royal and fair like the 
brightest of jewels in the regal diadem. A goddess of Africa, 

Nature’s purest emblem! 
A black beauty that gives color to the world, her black is simply 
beautiful! I probably speak for most of us when I say that life as an 
African lady abroad is amazing but even so, we are sometimes faced 
with random questions and situations that we wouldn’t face back home 
on a normal day. Right? Like questions about our hair, our skin, random 
stares on the subway, the list is endless .Honestly, I used to get so 
uncomfortable when I first experienced such but with time learnt that 
more often than not the stares where positive, the questions about my 
hair and skin were simply out of curiosity about the beauty that is in an 
African lady.

In my life, I`ve lived, 
I`ve loved, I`ve lost, 
I`ve missed, I’ve hurt, 
I’ve trusted, I`ve made mistakes… 
But most of all, I`ve learned.  

Among the things I’ve learned as an African girl, a Kenyan girl is 
that an African lady is a beautiful lady. A living star whose light would 
outshine all celestial stars, Royal and fair like the brightest of jewels in 
the regal diadem. A goddess of Africa, Nature’s purest emblem!

A black beauty that gives color to the world, her black is simply 
beautiful! 

I probably speak for most of us when I say that life as an African lady 
abroad is amazing but even so, we are sometimes faced with random 
questions and situations that we wouldn’t face back home on a normal 
day. Right! Like questions about our hair, our skin, random stares on the 
subway, the list is endless. Honestly, I used to get so uncomfortable when 
I first experienced such but with time learnt that more often than not the 
stares where positive, the questions about my hair and skin were simply 
out of curiosity about the beauty that is in an African lady.

An African lady, from the color of her skin, to the texture of her hair, to 
the length of her strands, to the breadth of her smile, to the stride of her 
gait, to the span of her arms, to the depth of her bosom, to the curve of 
her hips, to the glow of her skin ..HER BLACK IS BEAUTIFUL!

It cannot be denied, it will not be contained, and only she will define it.
For when she looks into the mirror, her very soul cries out my black is 

beautiful.

And so today, I speak it out loud, unabashedly 
I declare it a new. My black is beautiful.
Whether celebrated, imitated, exploited, or denigrated  
Whether natural from inside or skillfully applied
My black is beautiful.

To my daughters, to my sisters, to my nieces, my cousins, my 
colleagues and my friends, I speak for us all when I say again, “My black 
is beautiful, our black is beautiful!”

Black is Beautiful!
By Valentine Wanjiku 

Now it is your turn.
Please send us an article...

kenyakorea@gmail.com



Jambo Kenya Korea 28

- a  reflection -

ometimes I lay on my bed, scared. You see, I read lots of 
news. To confess, ‘news junky’ is my second name. 

Israeli-Hamas conflict was disheartening; Libya 
disintegrating, Iraq and syria in smoke of war; earthquake 
shook China, airplane coming down and... My imagination 
refuses to entertain the Lamu terror not long ago. And now 

Ebola menace! These prick my heart yet deeply. 

Not the incidences in themselves am I scared thereof. 
Oust the natural disasters, and I am badly terrified for the 
extent to which human hearts can disintegrate. Turning 
against another’s breath (read war and terror). It baffles. 

Notwithstanding that the good book declares, “the heart of 
man is deceitful above all else, nobody comprehends.” 

Amidst the phenomena, am I stay put. Really? Prayer I 
attempt. And loving them neighbours, I try. But someone 

please help me meditate. And as we do, I doubt our reflecting, 
of course deliberately. Can our inconsolable longing ever 

mollify? Many were here before in history. No might 
inthemselves but in Him who said, let there be. Convicted of 
this, I whisper, “the anchor holds in spite of the storm.” God .    

By Benson Kamary
Busan, Korea

The anchor holds 
amid storms

“I dream of an Africa which 
is in peace with itself.”

-Nelson Mandela-



Jambo! Welcome to Magical Kenya. 
No other country on earth can offer 
the visitor as much to see and do. 
Within the borders of a single country, 
you will find savannahs rich with big 
game, timeless cultures unchanged 
by the modern world, pristine beaches 
and coral reef, equatorial forests and 
mighty snow-capped mountains, 
searing deserts and cool highland 
retreats and endless opportunities for 
adventure, discovery, relaxation; more 
than you would ever expect...

Contact us: info@itrade.co.ke
Telephone: +254 720 299572

Website: www.itrade.co.ke

Itrade Company is a real estate 
company that specializes in estate 
development and plots sales. 
Currently we have developed Itrade 
Park estate phase 1 that is located in 
Ruiru where we have six serene home 
in a gated community.
ITRADE PRODUCTS

Itrade Park: 
3-bedroom bungalow with DSQ. 
High quality finish for Kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom fitting.
-On 1/8 acre.
Price Kshs.7.15M...Financing available.

1.THIKA
Size: 40ft x 80 ft with ready titles
Location : 2km from Thika rd & 1km off 
Mang’u Rd
Price: Kshs.620k
2.KITENGELA (Site 1)
Size: 1/8 acres with ready titles
Location : Milimani 4km off Namanga road
Price:Kshs.550k
3.KITENGELA (Site 2)
Size: 1/4 acres with ready titles
Location : Near Ostrich farm 1km off
Namanga road
Price:Kshs.2.2M
4.RUIRU ( Site 1)
Size:1/8 acres with titles
Location: 200m from Thika rd and 100m 
from Eastern by pass
Price: Kshs.1.2M

6.RUIRU ( Site 2)
Size:1/8 acres with titles
Location: 3.5 from Thika rd and 2 km from 
Eastern by pass
Price: Kes.600k
7.RUIRU (Site 3 &4)
Size:1/8 acres with titles
Location: 3.5km from Thika rd and 0.5km 
from Eastern by pass
Price: Kshs.1.2M

Payment terms
 Cash or 10% down with balance in 90 days.
 We also accept clients being fi-nanced by 
banks and other financial institutions.
 We can also facilitate the transfer process

Kshs.7.15M

www.itrade.co.ke

Happy 
National 

Foundation
Day!

To advertise with 
us...

Email: 
kenyakorea@gmail.com

Photo of the 

Season

You are next... Please send us a catchy picture. 



Twajivunia kuwa Wakenya!
Proudly Kenyans!
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Magnificent Kenya!


