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KOREAN AIR DIRECT FLIGHT SCHEDULE
Routing          Timing             Frequency
Seoul Incheon-Nairobi 22:15-05:30+1   Tue., Thur., Sat
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Source: CAPA – Centre for Aviation & airline schedules
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KCK Calendar: Major Events
EVENT          DATE VENUE
Solal         February Seoul 
Easter         April    Regional 
Retreat          July    Busan 
AGM         Sept./Oct  Seoul
End Year         Dec/Jan  Gwangju 

NB: Dates and venues for meetings or projects and 
humanitarian services shall be given upon determination of 
the KCK sub-committees in charge.

Email: 
kenyakorea@gmail.com

This July 27th, 2013 (Saturday), KCK will host a Fun Day: 
A great time to relax, have fun and socialize. There will be lots of 
activities including games, talent, music, team building activities, 
photo sessions.
Venue: Yeoinaru, Han River Park (Yeoinaru Station line 5, exit 2)
Date: Saturday 27th July, 2013. 1:00pm
Fee: 10,000won (food and drinks included)

Calling you for a Fun-Day



Jambo Kenya Korea is the official newsletter for the Kenya Community in Korea (KCK), 
and recognized by the Embassy of the Republic of Kenya, Seoul. It was established 

in 2011 as a dynamic publication that provides news, KCK and Kenya Embassy events, 
scheduling and story pieces that celebrate the vision, work, and personnel of Kenya 
Community in Korea. It is a tool to inform KCK members and friends in Korea and 
beyond. 

Manifestly, Kenya Community in Korea serves a significant number of Kenyans, and is 
extending its services and membership by including associate members, friends of Kenya 
and largely the host country – The Republic of Korea. 

As an elaborate community, KCK has grown from a social oriented association to a more 
professional organization with clear leadership framework and communication structure. 
In this context, Jambo Kenya Korea plays a significant role as a strategic tool of 
chronological record of seasonal events, interviews and photographic exhibition.

The newsletter seeks to nurture patriotism, cohesiveness and good rapport between 
Kenyans, Koreans and people from all around the world.

Jambo Kenya Korea is published quarterly in spring, summer, fall and winter. 
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I will be frank. My closest friends will tell you that I’m the shy type, at least to the unfamiliar. 
But I consider shyness to the basic individual responsibility seriously unjustifiable. I will 
explain through a philosopher’s rumination said to have been written on the tomb of 

an Anglican Bishop in the crypts of Westminster Abbey, London. It reads, “When I was 
young and free and my imagination had no limits, I dreamed of changing the world. As I 
grew older and wiser, I discovered the world would not change, so I shortened my sights 
somewhat and decided to change only my country. But, it too, seemed immovable. As I grew 
into my twilight years, in one last desperate attempt, I settled for changing only my family, 
those closest to me, but alas, they would have none of it. And now as I lie on my deathbed, I 
suddenly realize: If I had only changed myself first, then by example I would have changed 
my family. From their inspiration and encouragement, I would then have been able to better 
my country and, who knows, I may have even changed the world.”

I’m not yet on my deathbed; and God forbid that I should be there in my current sturdy 
age. But when I first encountered the philosopher’s reflection 15 years ago, my worldview 
reformed. That was in my freshman’s days in high school. The concept of diligence and 
service was later to be instilled by the school rules (we had only two instructions). The first 
rule required me to respect authority, be dutiful, polite and be considerate of other peoples’ 
feelings and to keep myself clean and smart. The second rule stated that “Anything that 
is contrary to decency, good manners and common sense is contrary to the rules of the 
school.” The school’s director, Dr. Geoffrey Griffin (we called him “Boss”), often emphasized 
on servant leadership as a core principle in life. In practice, he was never a boss but a great 
daddy.

It is in this context that I wish to appreciate my membership and service in Kenya Community 
in Korea. It has been a thrilling journey of seven years in the ‘land of the morning calm’. 
I will spare you my ever-changing list of culture shocks—important as they may, I think 
culture shocks can be conquered or better still turned into opportunities. You see, I have 
seen fellow countrymen (and women) come and go. Some have made fortunes, and several 
have achieved what brought them here. Others are still questioning their very geographical 
dislodgment. And, sadly, a few have given up for one reason or another. I understand. The 
inevitability of buckling under is real—I was there too, my dear.

For those who are still in Korea, remember to keep the hope alive. Sometimes those around 
you may either encourage or dishearten. Be strong. For those in leadership, see yourselves as 
servants first and not bosses lest pride cuts you to size. Rudyard Kipling puts it better in one 
of his classic poems: “If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, but make allowance 
for their doubting too; if you can wait and not be tired by waiting or being hated, don’t give 
way to hating, and yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise.” 

Friends, I appreciate the way you’ve shaped me. Some of you stirred my deepest emotions. 
Some reignited the innermost homour. I will not forget. Yet, I may I have offended or hurt 
some. With profound contrition I turn to the sweet sound that saved a wretch like me. I will 
miss you, and dearly so. Goodbye Korea.  

Benson Kamary, 
Managing Editor 

From the 
Managing Editor
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“It feels right. But it’s emotional. 
Saying goodbye to anything 
you’ve done that long is hard.” 
- Angela Ruggiero 



Ngovi Kitau
Kenya Ambassador

From 
H.E. Ambassador
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“Leadership is practiced not so 
much in words as in attitude and 
in actions.” 
- Harold S. Geneen 

I will address two significant issues in this edition—investment opportunities and preparedness 
of Kenyans in Korea regarding employament. As you may be aware, Kenya is implementing 
a devolved system of government and this has opened up major administrative and economic 

opportunities. And as a good number of Kenyans in Korea complete their studies each year, it will 
be essential to strategically evaluate what future trends offer vis-a-vis substantial socio-economic 
opportunities. 

On investment, Kenya has a number of tax treaties and investment promotion and agreements on 
asset protection which guarantee safety and growth of investments. In the recent years, exports 
from Kenya have enjoyed preferential access to world markets under a number of special admision 
and duty reduction programmes. In addition, Kenya is a signatory to various agreements aimed at 
enhancing trade amongst member states embracing the Multilateral Trade System (MTS). Kenya 
has also been a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO) since its inception in January 
1995. WTO is a vital international organization dealing with the global rules of trade between 
nations. 

More so, under the Generalized System of Preferences, a wide range of Kenya’s manufactured 
products are entitled to preferential duty treatment in the United States of America, Japan, Canada, 
New Zealand, Australia, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Austria, and other European 
countries. In addition, no quantitative restrictions are applicable to Kenyan exports on any of more 
than 3,000 items currently eligible for GSP treatment. 

As a patriotic Kenyan living in Korea, you may need to know some of the areas which offer the 
most stable opportunities in the contemporary regional and global economies. As you shape your 
career paths through education, internships and employment, I urge you to remain attentive to 
the socio-economic trends of both Kenya and Korea. This is the best way to remain relevant and 
progressive as a productive citizen. Remember that Kenya-Korea bilateral ties are growing rapidly 
and thereby creating a diverse range of opportunities. I will point out some of the areas that I 
believe are the movers of the future economic growth. They include: research, content economy 
(including culture and entertainment industry), ICT and energy sector.  

So far, I am glad to note that a number of Kenyans who graduated recently have found employment 
in Korea. This is a positive indicator that their know-how is of the global standard. I encourage 
them to gain much experience here which they will later apply in Kenya upon their return. 

As you study and work in Korea, remember that you are the best ambassadors Kenya has. Your role 
in promoting Kenya’s potential for investment is key. In fact, I encourage you to take advantage 
of the available opportunities and invest at home as well. Finally, as part of the larger Diaspora 
populace, you remain an important pillar for the Vision 2030. Keep working hard.

God bless you. Thank you.



Raphael Omala
KCK Chairman 

From the 
Chairman
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“A good leader inspires people 
to have confidence in the leader, 
a great leader inspires people to 
have confidence in themselves” 
- anonymous

Fellow Kenyans in Korea I want to reassure you that KCK is fully committed 
to uniting Kenyans in Korea and as KCK Chairman with all officials I 
pledge that KCK will strive to build our community where every Kenyan 

will have the opportunity to succeed and prosper without discrimination. 

Our shared aim is to unite all Kenyans and I am determined to provide leadership 
towards the attainment of this noble objective.
 
KCK will continue to work in partnership with the Kenya embassy in Korea for 
development of our people we also emphasize that KCK is keen on transforming 
our community to create sustainable opportunities to the ever increasing 
population of Kenyans in Korea. 

I call upon all Kenyans in Korea to join hands because the unity will be won only 
when the people undertake what is morally right and make some sacrifices so that 
our community could enjoy stronger, richer and fairer future.

Together we stand.

Thank you.

http://www.epckenya.org/



Pomp and colour at the Kenya Day
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As I got off from the Wangshimni station exit 
number 3, I could hear the sound of fun. 
There was a different feeling compared to 
other Kenyan gatherings I had been to, as 

this one was simply unique and proudly Kenyan. From 
the sweet smelling aroma of the mandazi’s to the dark 
Kenyan coffee, everything was bliss. Not to forget, there 
was also Kenyan Curio and clothes on sale. 
 Kenyans had already gathered and the turnout was 
amazing. Everyone looked so jovial and colorful 
and you could tell patriotism from the many Kenyan 
branded types of attire everyone had made effort to 
adorn themselves with. The day was bright and gave 
everyone a chance to mingle freely.

Even the other people present, mostly Koreans, 
embraced the Kenyan spirit and enjoyed mandazi just 
like they do with Kimchi. They came back for more 
mandazis simply because they were irresistible. Some 
were curious to learn what the ingredients were and 
how it was made.

Earlier on, there had been a fashion show and the models 
did their job by cat walking the runway with a Kenyan 
swag. Then there was the outstanding performance by 
Eric Omondi International which left people nodding 
in rhythm.

As the celebrations drew to an end, we were invited 
for another round of dancing. As we all know, when 
it comes to various dancing styles, Kenyans are 
spectacular in that area. After the ambassador had 
given a word, we were all invited to the stage to shake 
our bodies in the Kenyan rhythm. We were led by 
Lynette and Frank and danced to ‘Mugithii’, the famous 
song ‘Kanungo’ and not to forget the Luhya and Kamba 
tunes. The spectators stood in awe and some even tried 
to imitate us. Everyone had danced so well and that 
ended the beautiful day for us. After a Kenyan family 
photo, everyone left at their own pleasure.

By Julliet Okoth

Kenya Community in Korea (KCK)
Uniting Kenyans in Korea and beyond...

Together we stand



Jambo Kenya Korea 6

Members of KCK, Busan branch, attended this year’s Global Gathering 
on 25th May and did what they do best: making mandazi. As in previous 
years, the Kenyan delicacy was received well with queues forming at 
different times of the event. For those who know about mandazi, they 
made sure they got their share ‘just in case’ the mandazi got sold out. 
The mandazi were actually later sold out at round 4pm and the Kenyan 
attendants engaged the visitors in an impromptu  photo shoot session 
in African wear. Our group was also able to present a Kenyan dance to 
the much expectant audience. The Busan Foundation for International 
Activities, hosts of the event, had indicated that KCK-Busan should 
present an African dance. The dancers did not disappoint. 

KCK-Busan represented the Kenyan embassy in Changwon during 
the 2013 Changwon Food Festival on 18th  -21st  April. The members 
made mandazi and sold Kenyan artifacts. The event was well attended. 
Kenya Coffee was also on sale. It was a 4-day event and visitors were 
treated to a homely reception by Korean-speaking Geoffrey Kitetu. He 
entertained them in Korean and in exchange they consumed all the 
mandazi we made. It was such a fun event.

KCK-Busan wrapped their first half of 2013 by participating in the 
2013 Busan Food Festival where they represented the Kenya Embassy. 
The event took place from 19th to 22nd June at Bexco. Although it was 
examination time for most members, the booth remained open and 
active throughout the event. We made mandazi, chapatti and Kenya 
style beef stew. During the last day, we made an exclusive mandazi day 
and engaged our visitors on a one plus one sale deal. Visitors formed a 
long queue almost disrupting activities in neighbouring booths.  They 
loved it and by 4pm, all our mandazi were sold out. 

May 5-6, 2013: The Seoul Friendship Fair was held at Seoul square 
where 62 countries participated including Kenya and was attended by 
approximately 300,000 visitors.  During the opening ceremony the Mayor 
and Paraguay Ambassador, led a group chorus and Kenya was represented 
by Mr. Isaac Cheruiyot. The Mission managed four booths for tourism, 
food, beverages and handicraft where Kenyans in Korea, Dorman’s Korea 
and Tenya enterprises 
 
May 24-25, 2013: Seventeen African Missions accredited to Seoul held the 
annual African Day celebration with the theme “Boosting Korea-Africa 
Trade and Investment Partnership.” 

May 24th, 2013: The Dean of the African Group of Ambassadors and 
Heads of Mission, H.E Mr. Desmond Akawor of Nigeria, together with 
African Ambassadors hosted 300 people for a reception in marking the 
50th anniversary of the Africa Day at Lotte Hotel, Sappire room from 
19.00-21.00hrs. The African Cultural Festival was held on 25th May, 2013 
at Gwanghwanmun square from 11.00 -17.00hrs where all the 17 African 
Embassies participated. During the opening ceremony held at 12.00hrs, 
H.E Mr. Ngovi Kitau welcomed all the participants and appreciated the 
support of Seoul Metropolitan Government, Wangshipri police personnel 
and the Korean public at large. Congratulatory remarks were delivered by 
Mr. Cha Myung Jin, the President of Pacific Air Agency.

Kenya Cultural Day is an annual event initiated in 2011 and organized 
with support of Seoul Metropolitan Government to showcase Kenyan 
culture to the Korean public. The 3rd Kenya Cultural Day was held on 
26th May 2013 at Wangshipri square, Haengdang-dong, Sungdong-gu 
in seoul from 11.00-17.00hrs. Among the guests who attended were 
the Dean of the African Group of Ambassadors, H.E Mr. Desmond 
Akawor, Israel Ambassador H.E Tuvia Israeli, President of Pacific Air 
Agency / Kenya Airways in Korea Mr.  Cha Myung Jin and Manager of 
Multiculturalism, Seoul Metropolitan Government, Mr. Lee Boo Youl. 
Approximately 1,000 people attended the event including 50 Kenyans 
and Embassy staff.
 
June 16-22, 2013: A 19-member delegation from Kenya Nuclear Electricity 
Board visited Korea to discuss with their counterparts and tour nuclear 
facilities as a progress of  Kenya’s goal to develop nuclear energy by 2022.

June 16-22, 2013: A five-member delegation from Kenya National 
Treasury visited Korea for negotiations on Agreement for promotion 
and protection of investments (IPPA) and Agreement on avoidance of 
double Taxation (DTA) in a bid to increase trade and investment exchange 
between Kenya and Korea. The two agreements could be ready for signing 
before the close of 2013.

June 16-22, 2013: The Dean of USIU led a 34 member delegation to Korea 
as part of faculty staff and student exchange program with Solbridge 
International School of Business.

Safari Cats are expected to arrive in Korea from 18th July to 13th August, 
, 2013. They have 4 scheduled evening performances including: Incheon 
Paradise Hotel on 20th July, WalkerHill Hotel on 27th July, Jeju Grand 
Hotel on 3rd August and Busan Paradise Hotel on 10th August.

May 30-June 2, 2013: Kenya Participated in Korea International Travel 
Fair held in Seoul at COEX  and organized by KOTFA

Embassy-KCK Events SummaryKCK News Round-Up
By Patrick Njoroge, Busan By Raphael Maingi, Kenya Embassy



Kenya and South Korea have struck a tax and 
investment deal setting the stage for the 
signing of a comprehensive bilateral treaty 

that could boost trade between the two countries. 
Kenya’s ambassador to South Korea Ngovi Kitau said 
negotiators from the two countries had agreed on a 
framework to guide trade and investment and hoped to 
sign a bilateral pact by September.

“We have a draft agreement on taxation and investment 
and what follows is the preparation of a Cabinet paper 
and requisite Bills to be presented to Parliament for 
approval,” Mr Kitau told a team of visiting legislators 
in Seoul, South Korea. A delegation from the Treasury 
was last week in negotiations with their counterparts in 
South Korea in a bid to find a common ground on how 
future trade and investment ties between the countries 
will be conducted.

“Once the approvals come through the countries would 
sign a bilateral agreement and move on,” Mr Kitau said 
without disclosing the details of the draft document. 
The two countries have since last year intensified 
negotiation for favourable trade and investment ties 
amid increased business activity between them.

New deal sets stage for Kenya, 
South Korea trade treaty

Kenya has further signed 
DDTs with fast-rising 
economic tigers such as China 
and India, Singapore, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Malaysia. In 2011 it signed 
a tax treaty with the East 
African Community.
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Korean electronics giant Samsung is among firms set 
to increase their investment in Kenya. It plans to open 
an electronic assembly plant in Kenya by end of year 
positioning Nairobi as the nerve centre of its operations 
in East Africa. Many Korean companies, such as 
Hyundai and Doosan, have also invested in Kenya’s 
energy, transport, construction, manufacturing and 
service sectors.

Kenya is also eyeing knowledge transfer from Korea 
to help develop nuclear energy to supplement its 
electricity requirements. The Asian nation is already 
providing technical support to Kenya in the area. Korea 
targets to train about 100 Kenyan professionals by the 
time the country adopts nuclear technology in early 
2020s.

Buoyed by good business prospects, Korea in June 2012 
began direct flights between its Incheon International 
Airport and Kenya’s Jomo Kenyatta International 
Airport, signalling its resolve for deeper ties. “The 
draft outlines how matters such as double-taxation and 
investment would be handled favourably,” Mr Kitau 
said.

Kenya’s ambassador to South Korea Ngovi Kitau talks to a team 
of visiting legislators from Kenya who are seeking to boost 
investment and trade. Photo/Allan Odhiambo  NMG

Magnificent Kenya!
Your first choice for investment

Hakuna Matata!
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It was on a beautiful Saturday evening on April 6th, 2013 when 
Kenyan students, professionals and business personalities gathered 
in a Russian restaurant in Itaewon to celebrate their academic, 

professional and social achievements. Indeed, Kenyans here are hard 
working as exemplified by the awards they win, papers they publish, 
inter-cultural engagements and the growth of their businesses. 

The April meeting was co-organized by Kenya Community in Korea 
(KCK) and the Kenyan Embassy. It was graced by a delegation from 
the Korea Post who donated an amount for some selected Kenyan 
students. Several journalists from Korean newspapers were also in 
attendance. 

During the event, Kenyans unanimously agreed to establish a 
professional and business wing of KCK. The formation of this 
association has been necessitated by the increasing number of Kenyans 
who have completed their studies in Korea and were getting absorbed 
in the job markets, research institutes or business sectors. To enlarge 
their visions and influence, these experts needed a forum to share 
their ideas, aspirations and experiences with an aim of supporting one 
another to grow. They also aim to have a positive impact on Kenya’s 
socio-economic aspects. 

At the same time, Kenyan students agreed to form a students’ association 
to address their specific interests. The students will work hand in hand 
with all the organs on KCK which is the umbrella associations for 
Kenyans in Korea. During the event, a special award was presented to 
the outgoing and founding managing editor of Jambo Kenya Korea, 
Mr. Benson Kamary. Members of KCK communication committee 
were also awarded certificates for their immense contributions to KCK.

It should be noted that in the past two years KCK has been transformed 
from a social entity to principally a professional body with clear 
organizational structure. In the spirit of devolution, and in reflection of 
the new Kenya’s administrative system, the outgoing KCK leadership 
initiated regional “counties” of KCK in Seoul, Busan and Gwangju. 

No doubt that the most exciting agenda of the night was the formation 
of the professional and business association. It is something that must 
have made our very own Ambassador Ngovi Kitau happy since he 
had severally suggested to Kenyans to form such groups for effective 
communication and coordination. In fact, it is Ambassador Kitau who 
toasted a glass of wine affirming to the timely achievement.

Without wasting a minute, members present elected an interim office 
to oversee the progress of the new born body. Dr. Wilfred Odoyo was 
unanimously elected as the Chairman, Mr. Julius Towett the Secretary 
General, Mr. Kibon Koech as the Financial Controller and Ms. Evelyn 
Mwango as the Assistant Financial Controller.

Kenyans form professionals’ body 
to advance key interests

Towett Julius
Secretary General,

Kenya-Korea Professionals and 
Business Association

Are you a Kenyan Professional in Korea ?
If you haven’t been receiving updates from 

us please notify the General Secretary at 
kckprobiz2030@gmail.com
Also join KCK facebook: 

Kenya Community in Korea

The main purpose of the KCK’s professional association is to bring 
Kenyans and Korean business and experts together with a purpose of 
making use of the available business opportunities in both countries. It 
is focused on sharing of ideas and ensuring individual skills, knowledge 
and experience are channeled to the right direction in their respective 
areas of specialization. 

The group is open to everyone and there is no registration fee at the 
moment. A person joining must however agree with the objectives and 
goals of the group and pledge to support the association’s endeavors. In 
the near future, Kenyans in Korea hope that the association will grow 
and take advantage of the growing Kenya-Korea bilateral ties.

As the famous Chinese saying goes, “a thousand mile journey begins 
with a single stride”, and our very own Kenyan proverb, “kidole kimoja 
hakivunji chawa” we call on everyone’s input. Yes, together we stand.  

The association’s current officials are: Chairman, Dr. Wilfred Odoyo; 
Vice Chairma, Mr. Patrick Ntonja; Secretary Gen. Mr. Towett Julius; 
Vice Sec Gen.  Mr. Geoffrey Kitetu; Financial Controller, Mr. Kibon 
Koech; Asst Financial Controller, Ms. Evelyn Nyambega; Project 
Coordinator, Boniface.O. Mukurdi; Asst. Project Coordinator, George 
Okoth; Business Research and Information, Mr. Paul Muthusi; Asst. 
Business Research and information, Mark Rotich.
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Korean electronics giant Samsung is set to open a 
television, laptop and printers’ assembly plant in 
Kenya by end of year positioning Nairobi as the 

nerve centre of its operations in East Africa. The plant is 
initially expected to employ 900 people directly and more 
than 1,000 in its supply and marketing chains besides 
enhancing the transfer of knowledge, Samsung officials 
said.

Robert Ngeru, Samsung’s chief operating officer in East 
Africa, said the Nairobi assembly will be the latest addition 
to the chain of African plants in South Africa, Sudan and 
Senegal. Samsung has recently announced plans to build 
a similar plant in Addis Ababa to serve the expansive 
Ethiopian market.

A new plant with 900 workers will push the number of 
Samsung’s employees in Kenya to 1,000 and place Kenya 
on a firm path to acquiring the skills it needs to become 
a regional hub for the high-value technological products. 
Samsung currently serves Kenya and the larger East 
African market through shipment of finished electronic 
products, including laptops, refrigerators, television sets 
and printers.

Establishing the assembly plant means Samsung will 
ship in knocked down kits for assembling – increasing 
the efficiency of its supply chain and possibly cutting the 
cost of its products. Mr Ngeru said Samsung is currently 
negotiating for tax incentives with the Ministry of Trade 
and Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA), adding that the 
amount of money the Korean firm will invest in the venture 

Samsung to open laptop, TV 
assembly plant in Kenya

is pegged on the incentives 
offered. 

Samsung’s bold moves are 
part of the plan to firm its 
stranglehold on the East 
and Central African market 
of 142 million people and 
push up its sales to Sh170 
billion ($2 billion) by 2015 
from $250 million in 2011. 
“Samsung will initially ship 
in equipment parts or panels 
and assemble then here but will later move to the next 
stage of molding the body covers locally.”

Mr Ngeru said Samsung’s future growth plan for Africa 
is hinged on market segmentation and localization of 
products according to the rising needs. In Ethiopia, 
Samsung is targeting the emerging middle-class in an 
economy of 80 million people that has been growing at 
an average of 8 per cent annually in the past five years.

Putting up a plant in Addis should help Samsung 
avoid Ethiopia’s punitive tax regime and the logistics 
nightmare that has slowed down its growth in Africa’s 
third most populous nation. “We are paying up to 60 
per cent of the value of goods entering Ethiopia in 
import tax and building a plant could reduce by half,” 
said Mr Ngeru.
Source: Nation Media Group

Robert Ngeru ,
Samsung Electronics East 
Africa’s chief operating 
officer 

The South Korea embassy wants to help reafforest 
Kenyan forests, the ambassador has announced. 
Chan-woo Kim said he and his staff will plant 

5,000 trees to cover four hectares of the Karera Forest 
in Kijabe.

“This is a continuation of the project launched in June 
last year to cover the Kenya-Korea Friendship Forest in 
10 years,” said Kim. He said the project aims at having 
a forest cover of 50 hectares at Karera. “We want to 
rehabilitate forests as we cherish and re- member the 
late Prof Wangari Maathai who championed the need 
to plant trees,” said Kim. He said he is committed 

to seeing Karera Forest become a resource for the 
communities around it.

Kim said in the 1960s and 1970s Korea’s forests 
were degraded as war raged. He was speaking at the 
weekend during a tree-planting ceremony. Lari deputy 
commissioner Bernard Kinyua said the government 
has stepped up measures to keep out illegal loggers in 
the area. “Wild animals and trees will be guarded for 
a good environment,” Kinyua said. Esau Oginga, who 
represented the KFS director, said the government and 
stakeholders are expanding forest cover.

South Korea to help plant 5,000 trees in Kenya
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Lessons for energy-thirsty Kenya from South Korea 
economic transformationNational Assembly 
Speaker Kang Chang-hee has held talks with 

Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta on ways to promote 
bilateral economic cooperation.
 
Visiting the African nation on Thursday, Kang expressed 
hope that South Korea and Kenya will boost cooperation 
in generating nuclear power and developing natural 
gas, noting that next year the two countries will mark 
the 50th anniversary of establishing diplomatic ties.
 
The Kenyan president called on South Korea to help 
Kenya follow the steps Seoul took toward economic 
advancement, citing that South Korea’s economic 
power was similar to Kenya’s during the 1960’s but now 
has flourished significantly.
 
Kang then met with the heads of Kenya’s National 
Assembly and Senate and exchanged views on boosting 
parliamentary cooperation.

Korea’s National Assembly Speaker 
Meets Kenyan President

The Korea International Cooperation Agency 
(KOICA) granted the Ministry of Public Health 
and Sanitation Project aid of USD two (2) 

million in 2008 upon their request, for the Project of 
‘The Improvement and Upgrading of Kitengela Health 
Centre’. H.E. Kim Chan-Woo, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Korea to Kenya, attended the handover 
ceremony of the Kitengela Health Centre on February 
27, 2013. Also in attendance was the Permanent 
Secretary of Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation, 
Hon. Mark Bor, Resident Representative KOICA Kenya 
Office, Mrs. Moon Jung Choi, and other officials.

In his congratulatory remarks, Ambassador Kim Chan-
Woo relayed Korea’s hope to support Kenya’s efforts in 
the health sector, which are in line with the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), particularly Goal 4 
- reducing child mortality, and Goal 5 - improving 
maternal health. He was pleased that the Project 
would help in contributing to the improvement in 
the standards of living of the locals within the region, 

KOICA grants Kenya upgraded health center
thus bringing Kenya one step closer to achieving 
its development goals. In addition, he said training 
Kenyan medical staff with regard to the Project, was 
one of the areas which Korea invested their energy in, 
because Korea believes in ensuring that most health 
cases, including deliveries, are conducted under the 
care of skilled health attendants. 

 
Kang is the first South Korean National Assembly 
Speaker to visit Kenya since South Korea and Kenya 
established diplomatic ties in 1964.

Source: KBS Website.



The mobile manufacturing firms is targeting the Teachers Service Commission , Education and Health ministries 
in a bid to woo them to use its products such as Galaxy tabs, Mobile Learning Management System (m-LMS) 
and video conferencing platforms. The move to reach the government agencies is part of wider plan aimed 

at broadening its market audience that has seen in the past two years also approach corporate organizations such as 
media houses (Nation Media Group) and higher learning institutions( Strathmore University) with similar products 
to compliment its mass market.

Apart from Kenya, Samsung is also targeting Ethiopia, Uganda and Rwanda among other African countries and this 
week hosted the government officials from these countries in South Africa in the ongoing Samsung Government 
summit in March. Samsung Electronics East Africa Business Leader Robert Ngeru said the Cape Town forum is 
focused on strengthening relationships with the public sector and creating an opportunity by demonstrating how 
innovative technology solutions are designed and optimised to aid government in accelerating service delivery.

“For Samsung, this was a keen opportunity to not only demonstrate their solutions but to partner with government in 
the provision of a complete set of solutions that cover critical touch points to assist it in meeting these objectives,” 
said Mr Ngeru. In the education sector, Samsung is targeting the governments with a Classroom Management (CRM) 
functionality, this enables a teacher to send what’s on the board to the students’ GALAXY Tabs and monitor their 
devices.

Samsung targets govt bodies to grow its market

Kenya is eyeing a tax and investment deal with 
South Korea amid growing business ties between 
the two nations. A delegation of negotiators from 

the Treasury in Nairobi has since Tuesday been held up in 
follow-up talks with the counterparts from Korea on the 
prospects of signing a tax and investment treaty soon.
The two groups held a similar meeting in Nairobi late 
last year to push for the deal that could open up business 
between the two countries.

“The issue of taxation and protection of investment are 
sensitive to any investor and can influence the direction 
things take,” Ngovi Kitau, Kenya’s ambassador in South 
Korea, said while confirming the ongoing talks in Seoul.
Kenya and South Korea have witnessed increased business 
activity between them, hence the new push for favourable 
trade and investment ties. For instance, Korea’s technology 
firm Samsung is set to open an electronic assembly plant in 
Kenya by end of year positioning Nairobi as the nerve centre 
of its operations in East Africa.

Many Korea companies have also invested in Kenya’s energy, transport, construction, manufacturing and service 
sectors. Kenya is also eyeing knowledge transfer from Korea to help develop nuclear energy, to supplement its 
electricity requirements. The Asian nation is already providing technical support to Kenya on nuclear energy.

Kenya eyes tax, investment deal 
with South Korea
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Over 70 % of KCK members are university students-fact! It 
is always exciting to graduate and head out into the world 
either back to Kenya or elsewhere but it is a two pronged 
dilemma.  On the one hand, you’ve just been told at the 

graduation ceremony that the world is yours to make and shape, that 
you should follow your dreams and passions, and that you are our 
hope for the future. On the other hand, you’ve also been told that the 
job market is dismal, that you’d better get serious about picking a place 
to live and a field where you can find a job, and that you’d better not set 
your expectations too high. 

Passion is one of the most important elements in any effort to improve 
yourself and your community, build something of value in the world, 
and even survive these tough times or in a daunting economy. New 
York Times columnist David Brooks argues that finding your passion 
and pursuing your dreams was something of a narcissistic endeavor 
and College grads are often sent out into the world amid rapturous 
talk of limitless possibilities, but this talk is of no help to the central 
business of adulthood, finding serious things to tie yourself down to. 

Lane Wallace argues that Passion is often misunderstood or confused 
with other motivations. Many people view dreams and passion as a 
hopelessly idealistic, selfish, or irresponsible choice that is diametrically 
opposed to commitment to others, responsibility, security, or success. 
She believes that passion also tends to lead to a sense of fulfillment 
within an individual is certainly one of its benefits—but it’s not the 
driving force that compels someone down the passion road. She 
outlines the following:

 1. Passion is not the same thing as drive, ambition, greed, lust, or 
pursuit of hedonistic pleasure. While all of those things are powerful 
motivators, they operate differently than passion. Ambition, lust, greed, 
and pleasure are focused on getting external recognition or reward or 
satisfying one’s own fleeting, narcissistic desires. Passion is a far more 
serious and far deeper motivator that compels one forward through 
hard work, sacrifice, and sometimes superhuman effort to accomplish 
a goal one views as important—not because of any external status or 
reward, but because it matters to the person pursuing it. 

2. Passion is not incompatible with commitment and community. 
People pursuing passionate endeavors often speak of how “fulfilling” 
they find their work. But fulfillment isn’t necessarily selfish. Fulfillment 
comes from a sense that what one does has a purpose, or generates a 
sense of meaning in one’s life. And purpose and meaning rarely come 
from a life spent pursuing external rewards of money, status, power, or 
even hedonistic pleasure. It comes from building something of value, 

or having impact, or finding richness and art along a life path that has 
depth and significance. 

There are those whose passions lead them to make choices whose costs 
are borne by their family members. This is especially true in that many 
students studies here, in Korea are funded by individual families and 
well wishers or the government through the tax payers. But there are 
also those whose passion leads them to make tremendous individual 
sacrifices for the sake of their families and  those around them. After 
all, passion, at its core, is an inspirational fire that is lit within a person 
by a vision of an alternative potential future—something other than 
what “is” something that, if he or she has the courage to pursue it, 
could become real. 

3. In other words, passion is not a luxury that needs to be jettisoned 
in tough economic times. It is the most essential force a person can 
bring to a challenging job market ... not only because we tend to 
do our best when we’re passionate about what we’re doing, but also 
because passion is what inspires a person to keep pushing to find a way 
forward, no matter how tough the circumstances. 

4. Passion is rarely found in a vacuum. Few people have a fire lit within 
themselves by sitting alone, staring at their navels. Passion comes most 
often from exploring and engaging with the world and imagining 
things that don’t yet exist, but that inspire you to wonder, as Robert 
Kennedy once said ... why not? And beyond that, finding one of those 
possibilities that lights such a fire inside you that you will persevere 
through the challenges, effort, and dark nights to try to make it real. 
So when graduates are urged to pursue dreams and passions, they are 
not being told to satisfy selfish desires and neglect everyone else. They 
are being challenged to go explore the world and find something so 
compelling that they will dedicate their best energies to pursuing it.  
So graduates are encouraged to go in search of something that inspires 
that kind of commitment and passion within them, because it is a 
truth.  They should have that strength, that courage, and that ability to 
imagine and work toward not only a meaningful life but also a better 
world. (Adapted from an article by: Lane Wallace)

Passion in tough times

Oketch Aoko Richard
Project Manager at Dr. Ouko 

Community Initiatives Project- Koru
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Nelson Mandela’s exceptional and exemplary life has and will 
produce worldwide celebrations of his extremely unique 
blend of character, personality and resolve for broad-
gauged justice. To truly memorialize his contributions, 

however, requires grand actions.

Taking immediate recognition of the deep wellsprings of respect, 
affection and sorrow over the loss of his leadership to the people of 
South Africa and the world, leaders from various nations can come 
together to establish the Nelson Mandela Institute for Global Human 
Rights with an endowment of one billion dollars. The founders must 
be possessed of a vision that includes posterity’s rights to peace and 
justice, to freedom and opportunity compatible with the survival of 
the Planet.

To be perceived as impeccable for this specific noble mission, the 
founders must select themselves so as to define a unanimity of purpose, 
a resolve and expeditiousness. To turn the powerful spirit of Nelson 
Mandela into a powerful vision and proliferate his ideals and actions, 
his courage and humanity, his uncanny sense of what it takes to move 
the immovable and inspire the shameless to higher levels of human 
possibilities, a combination of seasoned knowledge and material 
resources will be required.

The founders need not be angels, need not be pure in background or 
without “baggage.” They need only to be lawful and capable in creating 
a well-funded Institute and engaging with substantive experienced 
and innovative people in human rights, research, communication and 
advocacy to carry forward Mandela’s work. Most immediately, the 
founders need to come together with all deliberate speed. At the outset 
they need not be representative of the world. That will come later. The 
immediate need is for a critical mass of individuals with foresight who 
can create the Mandela Institute. By way of non-exclusive suggestion, 
suppose a quartet of Bishop Desmond Tutu, Congressman John 
Lewis, Warren Buffett and former President Bill Clinton initiated 
a conversation between themselves. Here is what could happen 
forthwith:

Bishop Tutu brings his friendship and alliance with Nelson Mandela, 
together with the respect of his country’s people and human rights 
advocates around the world with whom he has worked tirelessly. 
Congressman John Lewis brings his ground-level valor in the U.S. civil 
rights movement of the sixties and the widespread, non-partisan high 
regard for his undeterred principles and moral values.

Warren Buffett brings a core of multi-billionaires who have pledged to 
give at least half their estate to good works (See The Giving Pledge). 
They are looking for good, collaborative ideas. Bill Clinton brings his 
unrivalled rolodex of establishment achievers and leaders, who come 
to his annual conference, to discuss commercial and charitable ways to 
improve the world.

Beside the memorial vision, nothing gathers attentive support more 
than the availability of material resources. Mr. Buffett (who modestly 
tells friends that at least he gets his calls returned) can draw on over 
100 (and growing) pledgers from the U.S. and other countries. Their 
combined reported net worth is $504 billion. An average of $10 
million from each pledger for this grand institution would take the 
fundraising over the one billion dollar level. This can occur before 
major foundations decide on significant founding contributions. 

As the proposal moves into organization and substantive phases, the 
organizers of the Institute do have to be impeccable, pure of heart 
and results oriented, without the conflicting or distracting personal 
ambition that self-censors their worthiest traits and ideals. The fine 
details of the Institute’s leadership and activities, so as to maximize its 
great potential, are, of course, important. But they are not immediate. 
For now it is the guiding light, work and principles of Nelson Mandela 
that can assure that he lives through the coming generations in both 
deeds and grassroots leaders who reflect his courage and humanity.

Source: www.counterpunch.org/ 

Toward a Living 
Legacy for 
Nelson Mandela
By Ralph Nader
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It is Herman Melville who said, “All men live enveloped in whale-
lines. All are born with halters round their necks; but it is only 
when caught in the swift, sudden turn of death, that mortals realize 

the silent, subtle, ever present perils of life.” To many of Brian’s friends, 
Melville’s quote became a real experience about two months ago. His 
demise was quick, painful and almost unforgiving. If only we could 
sought direct answers from his ultimate Maker amid our our feeble 
understanding. For now, we admit our epistemic humility.

He called me “big bro” and I called him “the young one” for we shared 
one of our names. Though “Brayo” and I spoke the same ancestral 
tongue, it was not the core linkage of our ever cordial bond. Like many 
of his friends, I found Brian to be cool, intelligent and an adventurous 
comrade. His attitude toward service saw him play a uniting role 
among Kenyans in Gwanju, the birthplace of Kenya Community in 
Korea. 

It is from this servant-leadership outlook that the outgoing KCK 
Chairman Patrick Ntonja and other former officials regarded him 
strategically as a future KCK official leader. When I first presented 
the idea of leading KCK to him, he was reluctant—but with hesitancy 
driven more by “I’m servant” at all times, than “I can’t lead”. 
Nonetheless, he finally succumbed to the many persuasions across the 
Kenyan community. Brian was elected Deputy Secretary General of 

KCK and begun the working for Kenyans. His story is longer than this, 
and can be told in many versions and languages. One thing remains 
though, Brian was everyone’s buddy and Kenyans in Korea lost a dear 
brother, and the nation suffered another loss of a patriot. 

For those who didn’t know Brian Kwemoi, he was an international 
student (Dept. of Business Administration) at Chonnam National 
University (CNU). He passed on suddenly at his house on 6th of 
May 2013. Before his death, he had taken a business trip to Kenya. 
According to his colleagues, Brian had complained of a mild toothache 
with no other signs of illness. He enjoyed a weekend watching football 
matches with his close friends. 

The autopsy report showed that Brian’s tragic death resulted from an 
internal cerebral hemorrhage. He entered CNU in 2010 after one year 
of Korean language training at Yonsei University under the Korean 
Government Scholarship Program. We miss him. We remember you, 
Brian.

“All men live enveloped in whale-lines. All are 
born with halters round their necks; but it is 

only when caught in the swift, sudden turn of 
death, that mortals realize the silent, subtle, 
ever present perils of life.”- Herman Melville 

By Kwemoi Kamary

When death steals a young soul

Brian (2nd Left) with fellow Kenyans during Gwanju Immigrants’ Festival.In this photo Brian Kwemoi relaxes probably in a coffee shop after studies.
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I came to know Brian sometime in the year 2007 or so when he 
was still new in Korea and struggling to make sense of Korean 
alphabets in Yonsei University language school.

I had attended a Kenyan Event hosted by our Embassy and there I 
met him and it was like we knew each other before. A very ambitious 
and a gifted young man with a strong faith in God and conviction 
about life and how his world revolved hence his emphasis on building 
relationship with other people. I called him ‘Arap Sambu’ from then 
on. He would refer to me as ‘Hyeong’, Korean language honorific 
equivalent to Big brother and many times private mentor for he was 
pursuing the same major in the University as I did during my tenure 
and hoping to engage someday after graduation in value creation 
business.

Brian had a deep understanding of various disciplines in life apart 
from academics and we would chat the night away whenever he comes 
to Seoul and stays at my place or whenever I would retreat to Gwangju 
and stay at his place. He had his philosophies and principles in life 
deeply rooted in his Faith in God, pursuit of excellence and shared 
happiness and prosperity with family and friends. In short, he was 
a man of his word. He too was crazy about soccer and, practically 
different from many who are just commentators; he was made captain 
of his local team in Gwangju. This is where we used to differ because 
he was spiritually a Chelsea fan while on the other hand, I couldn’t 
understand why folks needed to go that far while we have our own 
Harambee stars and our local teams to follow. I’m sure many of us 

Kenyans would disagree with me on this so I choose to leave this part 
out for now. If anyone has an issue, may the same come to me in person.

For the few years I got to know and socialize with the late Brian 
(P.B.U.H) as a friend and a younger brother to me, I would say he was 
dream-maker. He believed in his dreams and the possibility that they 
offered to him amid the challenges that he knew he would face along 
the way. The last great talk I had with him when he stayed at my place 
on visiting Seoul, he was talking about the end of time and how life 
could be short and rapture coming any time soon so people needed 
to be ready for fate any time. Little did it come to our minds that soon 
he was going to be with his Creator. From the life that Brian lived, we 
can draw some few lessons that can be of importance to us remaining 
in this planet earth before we move to the next phase that God alone 
knows best.

Let us be faithful to God and one another, be friendly and hold 
people with respect and accountability, Do the best in all we have to 
do and leave the rest to HIM that gives life, hope and eternity. Build 
more our community as a strong front that will best represent our 
collective interests starting with our immediate KCK where the late 
Brian(P.B.U.H) served as the vice secretary general in the new office.
‘Arap Sambu’ left us confused about the dilemma of life but we believe 
he has found peace at last in the immortal world. To those who believe 
in Jesus, the son of God, we believe he is with the angels having found 
peace at last in heaven. May his soul rest in peace AMEN.

Brian: A brother taken away too soon...

By Mark Rotich

Brian (left) and Mark in Gwangju Children’s home during the annual KCK 
humanitarian project.

Brian (Right) and Mark signing a document during their first meeting.



Jambo Kenya Korea 16

Hakuna Mbrrrrcha,
Kenya's Matatu Moments

The first time I heard “Hakuna Mbrrrcha,“ was in a matatu 
plying Huruma to the City Centre, Nairobi. I have no idea what 
it means and I don’t care either but where I first heard it from 

hold the significance. It was in a matatu. My choosing compelled  by 
the most intriguing graffiti. The graffiti, read tuna offer lunch.

Even as I write this, I am taken back to a minute of nostalgia as a 
series of memorable matatu trips streams along. Well, I call them 
‘matatu moments’ because they are close to my heart. At times, I want 
something to laugh about on my way to my tiny house-like thing in 
Nairobi’s Eastlands. You see, there is so much to a matatu ride, much 
beyond sitting and waiting to push a ‘stop’ button as you connect with 
friends on facebook or kakao. It is beyond sticking earphones in your 
ears and sink in your own world.

A ride in a matatu trains you to look at the tout’s falling maroon pants 
and you are to shut up. And of course you say nothing about the short 
skirt the lady seated next to you is attempting to give an impression 
by pulling it down her thighs. Yes, you remain mute brother. A ride 
in the matatu gives you an opportunity to connect with your fellow 
countrymen on all levels; political, social, education, family, religion 
and general life. We appreciate people’s struggle through the already 
too difficult economic heat; struggle through family, through business, 
through work, through school, through their frustration. We have 
time to listen. We make friends, we exchange contacts, we get spouses 
there, we lay foundations of love. Don’t you miss these?

It is in a matatu moment that genuine handshakes are made and 
enmity at times surfaces. You get to be entertained by ‘tutajua nani 
ni mwanaume fights’ or you feel the sweaty sweet smell of a casual 
labourer’s armpits— a case of a nation-builder. A matatu is, in fact, a 
cocktail of people from all walks of life, all trying to make a living in 
the hustle and bustle. All these people are entertained to Lucky Dube’s 

Victims or Juliani’s Bahasha ya Ocampo whose music is not complete 
without life threatening speakers. The noise, sorry, music speaks to 
every part of you and suddenly, it is welcome to Kenya sister!

A matatu moment will teach you that sometimes, too much comfort 
is boring. Politeness is in the way you define it. The Nairobian me 
wants to occasionally be told an answer like “Madam hakuna stage 
ya mbao, nunua avocado uslide hadi Buru.” Such things give me 
reasons to be angry and I like it since they train me to practice the 
virtues of patience and humility which I studied in my Social Ethics 
class. Matatu moments train you refrain yourself from picking your 
pregnant wife’s call when your matatu is stuck in a traffic jam at Tom 
Mboya street. Only the daring do it, and they fortunately live to tell 
the story. 

Matatu moments will show you that hawking can be done in the bus 
and is a diverse kind of business too. This guy sells umbrellas when 
heavens open its floodgates, he sells ice cream when it gets hot and at 
night, he sells bedbug repellent gels. A matatu moment will remind 
you that you don’t have to wait for Sunday to go to church; preachers 
can bring you the word right into the matatu and make you listen to 
it throughout your journey even though you had intended to sleep all 
the way.

A matatu moment might give you tips on how to bust a cheating 
spouse. It will tell you how to identify a pick pocket seated next to 
you, how to smile back to a child in front of you, it teaches you that 
there is more to life than waiting to press that ‘stop’ button.  And until 
I can join into the wisdom of Mbusi and Bonoko and learn to say 
those words that precede “Hakuna mbrrrrcha’ as I ride my matatu to 
Huruma, I don’t belong to Kenya. I will simply be of the kind whose 
lives alternate between playing video games and waiting to press ‘stop’ 
button.

By Dianne Rop
Daegu, korea

...struggle through family, through business, 
through work, through school, through their 
frustration. We have time to listen. We make 
friends, we exchange contacts, we get spouses 
there, we lay foundations of love. Don’t you 
miss these?



Rachel Syengo:
Time to say goodbye... 
Tell us a bit about your background. About 16 months ago, having 
attained a scholarship in Development Cooperation, I had the privilege 
to study at the prestigious Ewha Womans University; I stepped into 
Korea for my Masters Degree. The workload was immense. Term 
papers and exams was the order of the semester. Not forgetting weekly 
memos from each class. Professors are Korean natives who conduct 
their classes in English. Most are really good teachers, but some have 
a really thick accent. In a few months time I got used to their accent. 
Then came the Korean classes that were made mandatory. It was 
exciting learning a new language. Enjoyed the numerous trips and 
learning about the Korean history.

What are your thoughts at this time? Time now has come for me to 
bid you farewell. Having finished my studies I have to go back home 
and back to my place of work. The hardest part of any friendship is 
when it’s time to say goodbye. As much as we might like things to stay 
the same, change is an inevitable part of life. The universe may seem 
huge and the rift between friends on opposite side of the world may 
seem a great distance. There are many tools available, with which we 
can communicate, but even without these tools there is a secret that 
only real friends know, and it is this. All the mountains and valleys in 
the world cannot separate friends whose hearts are as one.

What advice would you like to give to fellow Kenyan students in 
Korea? Go to class. Take notes. Read the notes after your class. Rewrite 
notes. Create study sheets for tests. Study at least one day before the 
test. Review notes and study sheet the night before the test. Don’t ever 
be afraid to seek help when you truly need it. We don’t enter school as 
geniuses, and we don’t leave school as geniuses. We leave as learners, 
who are determined to succeed. 

Any word for prospective students-to-be who dream of pursuing 
their further studies in Korea? Coming to Korea has been an eye 
opener to me. Korea has some of the best Universities in the world. So 
if one gets an opportunity, they should not let it pass by. You learn a lot.

If there was one thing you had to say to KCK fraternity? While 
here I had the privilege to be in the KCK Election Board (2012). KCK 
fraternity keep up the good work and continue uniting Kenyans in 
South Korea.

Any plans to come back to Korea some day? Maybe…
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I have been endlessly asked why I study in South Korea of all 
countries on earth. When I came to South Korea, I knew I was 
coming to a country that was ravaged by World War II, Korean 

War and military dictatorship for decades. I knew I came to a country 
whose Per Capita GDP in 1965 was about $105 similar to Kenya’s, a 
country whose lowest and highest temperature can go to below -20 and 
above 30 degree respectively and not forgetting the typhoons.  Today I 
have the opportunity to save myself from random ‘street exams’. 
I came to study MBA- International Business, courtesy of Korean 
Government, and from International Business point of view, South 
Korea was my best bet and below is why.

Firstly, according to 2012 Pearson and the Economist Intelligence, 
South Korea’s education was ranked 2nd best in the World after 
Finland, beating USA, UK and the rest. According to 2010 Economy 
Watch, she is the 3rd largest economy in Asia; World’s 8th largest 
exporter; World’s largest shipbuilder including world’s largest shipyard 
run by Hyundai Heavy Industries; World’s 5th largest automobile 
manufacturer including world’s largest automobile assembly plant i.e. 
Hyundai Motors; Asia’s largest oil exporter; World’s highest internet 
connectivity or access with one of the fastest networks as well; World’s 
largest manufacturer of screen displays i.e. LCD, CRT, Plasma, 
etc; World’s largest electronics manufacturing firm i.e. Samsung 
Electronics; World’s second largest steel maker i.e. POSCO, and 
World’s largest producer of computer memory chips. South Korea has 
a positive balance of trade. In other words, her exports are higher than 
her imports. Some lessons for Kenya.

Secondly, English is the World’s most used language in the business 
World according to Bloomberg Rankings. So, it is obvious that for 
countries who want to compete in a global economy, English literacy 
is a fundamental stepping-stone to success. I want to know the trick 
considering the fact that only few Koreans can speak English.
Lastly before I rest my case, being the 2nd lowest birthrate in the World, 
one of the main challenges in sustaining South Korea’s economic 
growth is the low birthrate which is resulting to reduction in the labor 
supply. Choi Kwang Hae, a director general at the Finance Ministry 
said, “It’s inevitable that we will have to absorb foreign labor to boost 
our economy.” If Eunkyung Seo’s article dated February 21, 2013 
titled ‘South Korea’s Hottest Import: Foreign Workers’ on Bloomberg 
Business Week is anything to go by, then your guess is as good as mine. 
So who knows what the future holds in South Korea!

Douglas Owino holds BSc. International Business Administration (Hons.) from United 
States International University (Kenya), currently a student of Korean language and 
MBA- International Business (South Korea).

Korea: 
My Role 
Model Douglas Owino

South Korea



 Open Letters

We have often heard that time is money, that it waits for no king, that it cannot be reversed, that 
it will tell and that it also does heal. Well, all the phrases do apply to each of us in different life 
situations. In the dictionary time is defined as the dimension in which events can be ordered 

from the past through the present into the future and also the measure of duration of events and the 
intervals between them.

While we try to reach our long term goals mostly we waste so much time because we think that it is still 
a lot forgetting that they are also being affected by how we manage our time now amongst other factors. 
Many times I have missed the bus or train by a split second. It is so frustrating since waiting makes you 
waste time. While waiting all I can do is regret the two or three minutes I wasted before reaching the 
station or bus stop. That is just a fragment of a day but what really matters is what is accomplished by the 
end of the day. On April I participated in a marathon in Samcheok. I ran ten kilometers for over an hour 
but it had nothing to do with time for me. I was proud of myself and even got a medal. If I waited till I got 
fit to participate it would possibly not have happened. The feeling after was more rewarding than sleeping 
off my weekend.

Time is essential thus we should learn to prioritize. We should keep first things first. Establish routines if 
need be. Value your time, it is precious. Do not waste time waiting, do something else instead of just sitting 
and twiddling your thumbs. Multitask, take control and create time in your busy schedule. Overall you 
will improve yourself and regret less.

All said no matter how organized we are, remember that there are only twenty four hours in a day. Time 
does not change. All we can do is manage ourselves and what we do with the time that we have. All the 
same, before the day ends make someone smile, do the right thing, pray, create time for others and the 
time of your life will surely be worthwhile.

Prior to my arrival; apart from the perceived ensuing conflict between North and South Korea, my 
knowledge about Korea was limited. However, the first-hand experience I have had since a while ago 
has afforded me abundant illumination. It was on a bright afternoon at the heart of spring, when I 

landed at the Incheon Airport where like every visitor was taken through a thorough screening by Korean 
immigration officers; who were keen on best practices, excellent service delivery while maintaining 
utmost professionalism, before being treated to a warm welcome by my host. On our way home, I had an 
close up view of the beautiful piece of God’s creation; the land of numerous mountains, countless rivers,  
blossoming nature, adventurous recreational facilities, wide express-ways and highways with myriad 
lanes, unending underground tunnels, intertwining underpasses and overpasses leading to nowhere and 
everywhere and most of all, the convenient subway system.

After living in Korea for over two years, I’ve made numerous discoveries about the Korean people. 
Irrespective of the language hurdle, Korean community has proved to me, beyond any reasonable doubt, 
to be an openhanded populace and obliging; attested by my personal experience and compliments 
from others. I have come to know Koreans for their willingness to go the extra mile, for instance, in 
showing directions at train stations, subway transfer points, the bus terminals, road junctions, busy and 
complicated towns and shopping areas, while others have practically led me to my exact destination of 
their own volition. It is also notable that Koreans are deeply ingrained into the culture of charity, religion 
and good will, something I admire. I possess a high regard for the efficiency that the majority of (if not 
all) Koreans put in anything they lay their hands on, a principle well described by the famous Korean 
adage ‘pali pali’. This is an axiom well perceived to mean that urgency is the basis of a plan of action while 
momentum is the means. 

“Culture exists in isolation”, is a sentiment further echoed by Mahatma Gandhi that no culture can live if it 
attempts to be exclusive. Korean culture is rich in social norms that are timeless, magnificent architecture, 
art, dedicated sacred practices, respect for nature to music and dance. Walk ways, hiking and amusement 
parks are a central point where all who are driven by the keep-fit policy come together in the spirit of 
staying healthy and keeping aging at bay. I am glad that I am a member of the ‘keep-fit’ category. I haven’t 
had enough of Korea; neither will I ever do. Meanwhile, my experience bank is wide open so that when 
my time comes as the ‘top official’, I will implement all the applicable radical changes in my own country. 
Much appreciation goes to my young family: ‘my sweet Puzzle Pie’, and Daddy’s ‘little project’, for their 
endless love. 

By Isaac Cheruiyot
Seoul, Korea

By Fraciah Thwagi,
SEOUL, Korea

The essence 
of time

An 
Openhanded 
Populace, 
Obliging
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I keep hearing women say how men are like dogs. How they cheat, 
play and are dishonest. I hear it almost everywhere I go. It’s always 
about how bad men are and how much women want to teach 
them a lesson. Well, I can’t entirely blame the women for feeling 

like this. To a large extent, their feelings are justified because in most 
cases, men, a large number of men, act that exact way. Women tend to 
be bias and overgeneralize when they call men ‘dogs’ and other such 
like words, because it is said that there are good men out there. Let’s 
just say I’ve had my fair share of men with the above-mentioned traits, 
but I think it’s plain nonsense to call them names. After all, it changes 
nothing. It’s only a waste of energy and time and frankly, we can direct 
those two into other things. 

Having spent time with a certain couple has made me realize just how 
unappreciative some women can be of the men in their lives. Acting 
all bossy and in command with no regard to the men. These kinds of 
women just have no regard for the men. You may wonder how the men 
would let the women treat them just any how, but clearly, there are 
some men out there, although very masculine, who are very quiet.  I 
don’t understand how or why a woman would put down her man in the 
presence of other people. Saying your man is foolish or doesn’t amount 
to much! Women who pick up fights with their men for no particular 
reason and for them there’s no backing down. They must have the last 
word.  They ask the men to do things around the house and maintain 
a bossy attitude, as though the men are their servants. Plain wrong. 
This couple has been married for about ten years and to me, it looks 
like the man is having a horrible experience. I can’t imagine any man 
who wouldn’t. It has made me understand what men mean when they 
say women are nagging. I though that the more time you spend with 
someone, the better it’s supposed to be. The sweeter it ought to be and 
beautiful memories should be in the making. Well, it’s not the case. 
Not for most people anyway. The more time passes, the less enjoyable 
some of these relationships are becoming. They are becoming sour and 
people just choose to stay because kids are involved. Over familiarity 
has kicked in and some of these women act like their men are just 
some random person they meet down the street. How daunting!

On the other hand, I have had the opportunity to observe another 
couple. They are the complete opposite of the first couple. Although 
they’ve been married for just three years, I couldn’t help but admire 
them and want the same for myself. The lady is about six months 
pregnant and works full time, but never goes to sleep before her man 
comes back, which is usually past midnight. Although her hubby has a 
key, she prefers to open the door for him and welcome him home with 
a warm hug and a kiss. The first words that come out of her mouth are 
“Hey babe. How was your day?” Not, “why are you late?” “Don’t you 
know I have to wake up early for work?” “I can’t be waiting up for you 
every night!” “I’m off to bed fix yourself something to eat!” Ladies, if 
you can’t treat your man like a king, don’t expect him to treat you like 
a queen! It’s that simple. In this household, I see teamwork. He helps 
her cook she cleans the dishes. She does laundry he helps her do the 
folding. No one complains or shouts or acts like they have an upper 
hand in the relationship. They help each other. They do things for each 
other, not because they feel obliged, but because they love each other 

Hey, you got to take 
out that log from 
your eye
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and want to see each other happy and comfortable.

Women complain that men don’t want to commit, but I wonder if we 
ever consider we might be why they don’t want to commit and not 
that they’re scared of commitment like most of us say. Maybe it’s out 
nagging attitudes; pride, selfishness and insensitivity that make the 
men we meet want to flee for their dear lives. I mean, which one of 
us would want to be with someone that constantly makes you want 
to pull out your hair? I bet no one. If he feels that’s how you are now, 
how much worse will it be if he marries you. You’re already acting like 
you’re lord over his life now and chances are you’ll trample all over 
him once he makes you his. I think we all ladies need to do a self check 
and reevaluate ourselves in terms of our character and attitude where 
men are concerned. It’s not enough saying that “men are men” or “men 
cheat, we just have to deal with it”. I for one can’t live my life like that. 
That’s setting myself up for disappointment. 

Your next relationship is already doomed even before it begins. You 
enter into it with that kind of a mindset and before you know it, you’re 
keeping tabs on your man, calling his phone every other minute, asking 
him where’s he’s been, who he’s been with, reading his messages…the 
list is endless. Isn’t that just so exhausting! I love comfort and peace of 
mind and if I’m acting like that, I sure don’t have any comfort or peace. 
Yes, relationships have their challenges, but that’s not to mean they 
should be unbearable.  I thought the whole point of having someone 
special in your life is so that you can have someone to laugh with, share 
your day’s experience with, have a shoulder to lean on when things 
don’t seem to go so well.  Someone to encourage you and give you a 
little push when you’re stuck and someone to cheer you on when you 
take up a challenge.

So, the next time you’re tempted to sit down with your girlfriends and 
talk about how horrible men are, ask yourself what you’re doing to 
contribute to that. I want to be the best lady I can be for my man, not 
the lady who constantly nags him. I want to be the one who gives him 
a pat on the back and tells him he can do it! I want to be the one he 
can’t wait to come home to. It’s a simple matter of choice. You take 
your pick!

By Martha Wanjiru
Contributor: Social Trends

FOR MEN ONLY
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Open your eyes and see  
The marvelous Maasai Mara National Reserve.
The new seventh Wonder of the World.

All the grass standing tall in style,
Not only dance around in style,
When the wind blows around in style.
But all this grass standing tall in style,
Do also dance around in style,
As the cats hunt around in style.

A walk down slope of the Mara River,
Tunes your mind to a great phenomenon.
Gnu phenomenon is not new phenomenon  
And has been a manifestation from the days of creation.
Sitting still are crocodiles in unstill waters,
With strong jaws ready to make strong draws  
Of every crossing gnu after every crossing gnu.

Even crossing zebra has no zebra-crossing;
And soon after gnu’s turn comes his new turn.
He dives into the river in a shiver. 
And like a worm crawling out of a bird’s beak 
He defies jaws in the pool to rejoice across the pool.
The particular spectacular is purely ‘Do or Die!’
All these marvels make the marvels of Masai Mara.

By Joshua Wera
Seoul Institute of Technology & Education,
Sanbon, Korea

The Marvels of 
Maasai Mara

An 
African 
Mosaic

“I dream of an Africa which 
is in peace with itself.”

-Nelson Mandela-



Jambo! Welcome to Magical Kenya. 
No other country on earth can offer 
the visitor as much to see and do. 
Within the borders of a single country, 
you will find savannahs rich with big 
game, timeless cultures unchanged 
by the modern world, pristine beaches 
and coral reef, equatorial forests and 
mighty snow-capped mountains, 
searing deserts and cool highland 
retreats and endless opportunities for 
adventure, discovery, relaxation; more 
than you would ever expect...

Contact us: info@itrade.co.ke
Telephone: +254 720 299572

Website: www.itrade.co.ke

Itrade Company is a real estate 
company that specializes in estate 
development and plots sales. 
Currently we have developed Itrade 
Park estate phase 1 that is located in 
Ruiru where we have six serene home 
in a gated community.
ITRADE PRODUCTS

Itrade Park: 
3-bedroom bungalow with DSQ. 
High quality finish for Kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom fitting.
-On 1/8 acre.
Price Kshs.7.15M...Financing available.

1.THIKA
Size: 40ft x 80 ft with ready titles
Location : 2km from Thika rd & 1km off 
Mang’u Rd
Price: Kshs.620k
2.KITENGELA (Site 1)
Size: 1/8 acres with ready titles
Location : Milimani 4km off Namanga road
Price:Kshs.550k
3.KITENGELA (Site 2)
Size: 1/4 acres with ready titles
Location : Near Ostrich farm 1km off
Namanga road
Price:Kshs.2.2M
4.RUIRU ( Site 1)
Size:1/8 acres with titles
Location: 200m from Thika rd and 100m 
from Eastern by pass
Price: Kshs.1.2M

6.RUIRU ( Site 2)
Size:1/8 acres with titles
Location: 3.5 from Thika rd and 2 km from 
Eastern by pass
Price: Kes.600k
7.RUIRU (Site 3 &4)
Size:1/8 acres with titles
Location: 3.5km from Thika rd and 0.5km 
from Eastern by pass
Price: Kshs.1.2M

Payment terms
 Cash or 10% down with balance in 90 days.
 We also accept clients being fi-nanced by 
banks and other financial institutions.
 We can also facilitate the transfer process

Kshs.7.15M

www.itrade.co.ke

Happy Summer 
Vacation!

Fun Fun Fun...

To advertise 
with us...

Email: 
kenyakorea@gmail.com

Photo of the 
SeasonShhh...

 New cop in town!



Twajivunia kuwa Wakenya!
Proudly Kenyans!
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